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N  0  T  !  C  E  S 


OF 


EN  AND  EVENTS 


CONNECTED   WITH   THE  . 

EARLY  HISTORY  OF  ONEIDA  COUNTY 

-  TWO    LECTTKF,?,    DfXrvEUED    EEFORE    TLfF.   YOUXG  ,MEN3*  AP.r.OClATlO'i-; 
CP    THE   CITY    OF  UTICA, 


B  Y  '\V  I  L  I,  I  A  M  '  T  R  A  C„Y 


ITa'uIis'.cii  at  ttjc  request  of  tijc  £l5?otu(t'cn. 


r 


UTICA  : 

U.  NORTH  WAY,  Jr.  PR]>;TER,  !1G  CENEBKE  fn'REET. 


1753061 


At  a  rneeiing  of  tliC  Youtjg  Mcu-'i'  Assooiatioii  of  ilic  city  of  Utico,  lield  April 
2nd,  l^G^., 

i??cc>/rer/,  Tiiat  tue  thanks  of  litis  Association  be  teialered  to  "Wiri.nM  TkacYj 
Esq.,  foe  his  interesting  Lectures  upon"  Men  and  Events  connecLcd  widi  iiie  etirly 
history  of  Oiieida  county,"  and  ihiit  a  copy  oftticsaruc  be  rcqv,(  aiod  for  jmbli- 
cafiou. 

GEORGE  S.  DANA,  Recording  Secretary. 


LECTURE  I. 


About  seventy-three  years  since,  a  youth  who  bad  just  completed 
his  academical  career,  and  bad  beon  inducted  into  the  sacred  office  of 
a  christian  leiehcr,  met  at  asocial  interview  in  a  small  town  in  T'hcw 
Jersey,  a  ii'/uMie  '-iged  minister  of  the  gospel,  and  a  venerable  saint, 
^vhcse  n-.snie  will  \'\\c  when  ages  shnll  have  roiled  a^vay,  and  be  re- 
verenced while  piety  exists  on  earth.  The  youth,  full  of  zeal  in 
the  s.^rvic.j  fie  had  e.':;potu-;ed,  was  seeking  a  theatre  u herein  to 
rMOclaim  bee  glad  tidings  of  salvation  by  the  ('ross,  and  tl;e  full- 
ness and  freencss  of  divine  grttce.  lie  had  sought  the  advice  of 
these  frief!d>\  to  direct  him  where  to  go  to  do  the  will  of  his  ivla.-ter, 
and  best  obey  iiic  parting  injunction  of  his  Lord.  The  middle- 
aged  initii-ter  told  him,  tbiat  in  early  hfe,  as  the  chaplain  of  a  regi- 
ment of  the  colonial  troops,  who  in  the  war  between  France  and 
the  British  American  Colonies,  had  been  ordered  to  the  wi!dernc:s.-j 
which  lay  v.  e:it\vard  from  the  German  settlements  on  the  iMohav.  k,  to 
the  great  lake-;,  he  had  traversed  the  country  of  the  w  arbke  but  rio- 
b'le  natif^ns  of  the  Iroquois.  For  a  time  ho  had  sojourned  in  th?-, 
ne!'!h!M>rho'>d  of  the  (Jneida-,  and  had  tasted  cd"  their  hos})itn iisy .  ';d 
becon.ie  acrpaainled  with  th<Mr habits  and  manner  of  life.  He  pc.cr- 
irayed  ihcin  as  th';  noblest  of  tiie  sons  of  the  forest.  Fierce  and 
untiring  in  warfare,  but  generous,  hospitable;  grateful  and  benevolent 
•in  iheir  domestic  life.  As  the  wori^hip[)ers  of  ihc  one  Great  v'pint 
of  all  good  ;  but  ignorant  of  the  attributes  vhicdi  he  has  revealed 
to  ihe  favored  sons  of  civilization,  thi-y.  like  the  rneii  of  Atijens, 
worshij'iped  an  unknown  (lod.  lie  spoke  of  the  countrv  th'^y  in- 
habited, bv-autifid  even  in  its  native  wilderness  siate,  ar)d  aboiuulirig 
in  all  tb.'it  was  necessary  lo  render  \U  possessors  the  mo>t  tnviu>'d 
sons  <tf  earth.  And  he  nainJed  fre-m  fancy  and  .with  a  poet's  p'-n;- 
cii*  the  scene  it  might  exhibit,  utien  these  sons  of  the  forest,  had  be- 
come enli -'.ten.ed  uiih  (lie  true  V:iiht  vhich  shinrth  froni  nhnyr, 
and  'vben  the  a  (s,  an;]  couif  >ris,  and  e'-gancies  o\  viy.^r.zr.t'.cv,  w  /'. 
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the  ho!j  hopes  of  Christianity,  had  become  their  portion ; — when 
their  country  had  s-'prur^g  frooi  the  hlooniijig  wildei ncs?,  to  the  pic- 
turesque and  ciiltivated  and  orriamenled  (ield  and  grove  and  gar- 
den; its  homely  wigw  ara  and  its  rude  cahin,  to  the  stately  manisiori 
and  magnificent  hc)i!  ; — when  seminaries  of  learning,  and  halls  of 
science,  and  temples  of  the  Moit  Iligl],  occupied  the  places  wheie 
the  stillness  of  the  furesl  only  echoed  to  the  }  elLs  of  v^'ild  beasts,  or  the 
rude  gaiety,  or  the  piercing  war  cry  of  its  savage  lords.  And  wdiea 
he  had  dwelt  a  niunient  on  the  picture,  he  pointed  out  tlie  happiness 
of  hinj,  who  should  go  the  messenger  and  apo>t!e  of  chiistianity  to  • 
thicir  Ian;],  and  aid  in  acconi[)lishing  sr.rh  a  glorious  change.- 

The  sou!  of  the  youtli  feit  wiili  all       torce  the  elonuence  of 
hiii  iriend,  and  vvarnicd  with  a  new  impulse  as  he  figured  to  himself.; 
the  scene  thus  laid  before  hini ;  and  wher^  the  veneiated  Vvhittield, 
for  he  v/as  the  aged  servant  of  the  cross  I  have  before  mentioned, 
urged  iiini  to  go  forth  lo  that  fiidd  of  his  Lord,  and  nuuifidly  to  lay  ; 
his  .<ick!e  to  th;it  hai  vest,  he  gave  hiiiiself  vrilh  the  deterndnalioii  . 
of  a  Christian  martyr,  to  the  proclairning  to  tlie  wild  rnen  of  that  re- 
gion, tlie  glorious  hopes  and  pronnses  of  the  gospel.    And  the  his- 
tt)ry  of  a  long  life  chequered  \\ith  many  a  vicissitude,  furnishes  aiii- 
plc  proof  ihiii  tins  youthful  vow  became  the  load  star  of  his  rnaiurer 
years.    He  went  torth  witli  t!ie  blessing  of  his  iiged  iViend,  and  tlie 
warm  wishes  of  iiiin  Vvho  had  pointed  otithis  path,  and  wlio  I  \voul(l 
here  renrai  k  was  the  Rev.  iMr.  lurkpatrick,  f^ither  of  the  late  Doc- 
loi  Kirkpalrick  of  Sailna,  aiKl  sought  the  l^eautiful  i;)nd  we  now  in- 
hubi!,  then  unteiianlfd,  La\e  by  iise;iti\e  lords,  to  become  tlieii* 
fii  sid,  their  iirstructur,  and  their  guide  to  hoppintss — t*.*  Heaven  I 
This  was  Samucd  Kirklnnd,  the  early,  the  devoted,  the  beloved 
friend  of  the  Oneidas  ;  and  in  attenipling  to  amuse  you  f^r  an  hour 
with  hiief  nolices  of  men  and  events  conneeted  with  tiic  early  his- 
tory of  Oneida  county,  I  feel  ihut  it  is  but  justice  that  bis  name 
should  occupy  my  I'^oremost  page.    A  native  of  an  obscure  pari:?h 
in  Co'nnecticut,to  whoseinhabitants  his  faher  brokethe  bsead  ofiii'e 
as  a  christian  pasttor,  lie  had  early  devoted  himself  to  tlie  cln istian 
nfnd.-iry,  ;ind  had  received  the  advantages  of  a  classical  education 
at  tlkO  celleoe  at  Pru'ceton,  N.  J.     h'ossessed  of  native  talent.s 
\\hieii  wuuhl  b.avc  enaliud  Inn;  lo  occupy  a  tlisliugui^hed  place 
;imeng  the  clergymen  ol  the  age,  and  all  the  adveiuitious  aids  uhi»  h 
moans  of  tduca'ion  in  tiiis  cunalry  ihcn  allf^rded,  no  ambi- 
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tioLis   vie'.vs  01  sordid  hope  of  gain,  could  have  iniluenced  him, 
in  turiiinir  his  bock  ispoii  iho  abodes  of  civiiizafion,  rc!innii!>hir!!^ 
all  the  pleasure  of  society,  and  making  the  uihicrness  his  honic,  the 
wild  man  his  compuiiion,  and  the  o!;jccl  of  his  care.    Tsor  was 
there  at  ine  lime  be  thus  resolved  to  devole  himself  to  the  happi- 
nesri  of  the  native  inhabitants  of  our  land,  the  cordials  wliich  now 
sustain  the  droooin^^  s;)irit3  of  the  inissioa;iry  in  heathen  hnads, 
furnished  by  the  synipalhy  of  friendi-  at  hopjc,  and  the  excitement 
of  constant  communication  with  them,  by  means  cfpublished  and 
widespread  reports  and  a  teeming  presj.    Then,tlic  nns^sionary  as 
he  entered  the  forest,  felt  that  a  deep  night  separatee!  him  from 
all  the  conversation,  and  the  very  thoughts  of  his  former  friends,  and 
he  could  oidy  look  to  tLte  performance  of  his  duties,  and  the  snudrs 
of  his  hLavcidy  i>]a^te]  ,  to  sustain  his  spirit  in  the  (rials  he  must  en- 
dure. 

The  period  at  which  the  Rev.  T^Ir,  JCirkland  commenced 
inissioa  to  the  Oneidas  was  the  year  1760.  Previous  to  ibis  time 
1)0  clu-islian  leachei'  had  undertaken  to  learn  their  langurige  and 
csi  iblish  himself  among  them.  They  were'as  1  have  ob^eivcd  the 
v>  0  r  s  h  i  r )  j)  e  !•  s  o  f  t  h  e  G  r  e  a  t  S  p  i  )•  i  t ,  —  thee  r  e  -  s  { o  r  o  f '  a  1 1  t  h  i  n  g  s  ;  b  u  t  \v  e  i  o 
destitute  uf  any  rational;  Oi  indeed,  fixed  notions  relative  to  his  attri- 
butos.  He  commenced  his  labors  an)ong  them,  and  immediale'y 
undertook  the  task  of  teaching  thsjm, — li;  ing  among  them  aiid  en- 
dearing himself  to  tliem  by  his  attention,  and  his  amiable  and  sym- 
pathising spirit.  3Ia.ny  of  them  gave  a  listening  ea,r  to  his  instruc- 
tions, and  the  heart  of  the  good  iiv^n  \yr.^:  oIUmj  g::;ddeMfv!  v]t\y 
the  encouragement  wh'ch  met  his  endeavorSj  as  if  to  cheer  him  on 
bis  course. 

Theapproach  of  the  troubles  of  tiic  revolution,  alter  a  residence 
of  C'gbt  or  liiiic  years  among  tiieni,  rcndeted  it  necessary  f  t  {.iru 
to  iritermit  a  portion  of  his  strictly  miiii.>teriad  labors.  The  ."rx  Na- 
tions during  the  ubolc  colonial  history  of  our  country  bad  cul- 
tivated a  tirm  aiv.l  warui  fiiondship  ^vith  the  I'.rjgliirh  goveruinenf, 
and  espoused  their  cause  m  the  (liiiiciddes  vvhicii  had  taken  place 
bet'iVeen  them  and  the  French  colonies  in  Ckuiada.  At  the  cent- 
mericement  of  the  liostihties  between  the  colonials  and  tiiC  roy;:! 
authorihes,  several  of  the  tribes  cdnsliluling  them,  adljercd  to  their 
former  friends,  while  a  .portiun  became  the  friends  and  allies  ol'ilio 
culoid-ls.     C'f  the  ioruiei  wu.:»  llse  vjn  ic  ef  ;h{;  i\lu!u^\^ks,  \\hi» 
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after  the  fii'.nl  triuniph  of  the  native  Americap.s",  renioved  with  their 
Eiu  Ish  aliies  to  Canada,  where  they  now  residr.  An  cng  the  Onei- 
da?, a  large  portion  of  thi^  nation  attached  tneinselve-  to  the  revolu- 
tionary party,  and  thouij^h  maintTining  a  neutral  position,  remained 
during  the  whole  eontest  for  our  liberties  the  firni  and  consi.-tenl 
friendi  of  the  Americans.  There  were,  however,  cmori^  the  Onei- 
das  many  who  doubted  the  propriety  of  making  cau  =  e  V'.  iih  the  colo- 
ni.>tt\and  preferred  a  league  with  the  roynl  party.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, prndenee  and  duty  dictated  to  the  pre.-ei:t  subject  of 
our  notice,  the  necessity  of  removing  his  f  Mnily  froni  a  position  like- 
ly to  become  the  tlieatre  of  intesUne  vvar,  and  he  accordingly  es- 
tablished it  for  a  ?eason  at  Stockbridge,  JMass.,  but  stiii  in  the  spirit 
of  his  vow,  continued  his  labor  as  ati  Indian  missionurv.among  the 
Oneidas,  and  by  his  irdluence  v,ith  then),  contributed  very  muc1i 
to  the  Oiaintenance  <.*f  a  firm  friendship  betv.  eon  a  great  majority 
of  the  nation  and  the  A.mericans.  During  a  portion  of  the  war, 
in  addition  to  his  missionary  labors,  he  officiated  as  cliaplain  to  tho 
American  i^orces  in  the  vicinity,  and  among  other  services  accom- 
panied the  expedition  of  General  Sullivan  through  the  \^•estern  pari 
of  New  York  in.  the  year  1779  in  this  capacity.  Atlor  the  peace, 
the  government  of  tiiis  state,  in  ccjnsidcration  of  hi^  valuable  ser- 
vices during  the  revohiiion,  granted  to  him  the  Ian. Is  lying  in  the 
town  of  Ki' .kland,  kno-vii  as  Kirkland's  Paten%  upon  a  portion  of 
which  Hamilton  C'oliege  stands.  To  these  i:)nds  he  removed  his 
f-mily  in  the  vcar  179:-,  and  eoniiniied  nnon  tlien)  during  the  re- 
jriaindor  of  his  iile,  occupying  tiif'  !;onjesn-ad  near  iho  \  iiiage  of  Clin- 
ton which  still  remains  the  home  of  his  widow. 

At  tliis  period  in  the  history  of  the  Oiieidas,  the  nation  had 
scarcely  been,  touched  v/ilh  the  co;."amiriating  inilMonce,  v\hich  the 
ajiprooch  ol  v.hite  settlements  has  ev(My  uhere  shed  upon  the  abo- 
riginal inhabitrmts  of  onr  coanny.  As  yet,  the  si>ii  of  a  gipat^  r 
part  of  our  county  belohp;ed  to  i%  arid  tl;e  lnni;iri  iad  as  he  pur- 
sued the  deer  ovei  hi-  lintive  hid-^,  could  vdth  f  d!  tru;h  declart:', 

'J'iiis  i.s  my  ows."—- 

U-:  v»»-!l  IX  i  V 

my  na'ive  tin  !."' 

Iter  race  of  v.-.'.rriors  and  <  rators  was  n(/t  yet  extir'Ct ;  a;!d  much 
as  has  been  sai;!  c}"  tho  elo^p.i.  .ice-  ..f  die  Indian,  I  h:;\  l\  Tiowhf  re  met 
witii  tiioFv;  to  icliioir  arid  psirclv  (do; jurnt  spc^cimj  n  •  r  i"(nin:-n  c-rate- 
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tV,  than  iliose  v'-'htc!s  tradition  has  preserved  i:^-,  [)r(.'[iatuic  cd  by  the 
oratoii  and  ciiiefd  of  the  Oiieidas.  i-lo.st  of  you  wiH  r-ocogni.sc 
the  fullowiiig  iiilrodactory  passage  from  oua  of  Sconoiidua't;  ad- 
clrcs'jie-?  to  his  trii)C  at  a  treaty  for  the  sale  of  their  kisid.-j  : — 

"1  am  an  aged  hernlocli — the  winds  of  an  hundred  winters  have 
\vhisticd  through  my  tops  and  withered  my  branches:." 

F ew  mere  strikinir  or  poetical  figures  are  to  be  found  in  nny  hjn- 
guage.  We  can  see  the  aged  chief  risin^^  to  addre;'^.s  ]iL<  ccnntry- 
rnen  ; — the  form  once  erect,  and  full  of  health,  and  sire.'<;u^  ^^f'ti 
.vigor,  now  bowed  down  and  totteriiig  w  ith  the  oiTects  of  his  hundred 
V.  inters,"  and  his  sightless  balls  vainly  tinTjed  towards  the  sons  and 
grand-sons  of  ^ho^e  ^vith  whom  Ids  youth  and  his  n^aiihoodhad  been 
spent.  He  rises  to  caution  them  not  to  part  Vvith  t'i-e  Ijojiie  of 
their  i^atherc-, — the  happy  play-grounds  of  ^^enoralions  of  'their 
countrytnen,  and  the  graves  of  those  v/iio  gave  theni  birth;  and 
with  trenjbiing  voice  he  utters  ti^e  words  I  have  just  re}ioated. 
And  as  the  orator  proceeded,  and  enchained  the  eyes  and  the  feel- 
ings of  his  wh'.de  nation,  vrho  could  have  v.ii^€ssed  tha  scene, 
and  not  curse  tlie  hand  that  should  separate  fi'onj  their  beloved  land, 
a  peoph3  so  susceptible  to  the  noblest  art  of  all  time! 

Another  of  (he  chiefs  of  the  Oneidas,  at  the  period  of  v/hich  1 
am  now  speaking,  Vvho  is  said  to  have  been  the  equal  of  Sconondon 
in  eloquence,  was  a  much  younger  man,  who  connniady  bore  the 
Gern^an  -■oabriopiut  of  Platicopf  It  is  said  that  liis  inducnce  in  the 
nation  u  as  not  so  great  as  that  of  Seonondoa,  though,  he  was  frc- 
queihiy  more lorcib'c  in  his  public  addiessos.  A  gendcirjan  who 
was  present  at  a  conncih  held  somu  y>;:..r^  alt.-r  the  rcveluhc iuiry 
war,  by  commissioners  on  tlie  partof  tlio  state  to  treat  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  portion  of  the  lands  theo  reserved  by  the  Oneidas,  gives 
an  occomjt  of  a  very  effective  address  of  this  rnais.  The  council 
was  held  at  Oneida,  beneath  a  large  pine  tree  "wliicli  some  of  my 
audience  may  remember,  as  once  standing  on  the  south  side  of 
the  turnpike  at  a  short  distance  ])eyond  tiie  present  village,  and 
^diich  tree  was  some  years  afterwards  struck  by  liglif.ning.  For 
tv,  o  days,  the  warriors  of  th.e  nadon  had  assembled  to  consult  as 
to  the  sale,  and  as  wa.s  ciistouir^ry  among  the  Six  IValioiis,  the 
fmal  decision  was  left  to  the  srpsaws,  -vho  being  the  cultivators  are 
by  a  very  equitable  rule  of  Indian  law  regarded  as  the  proprietors 
of  the  soil.  The  vvhole  natiou,  male  and  leniaie  had  now  assembled, 
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and  the  question  wliich  was  (o  cl-'-terrjinc  whether  it  should  leiain  its 
Idmi^  or  still  ^irlhor  circufi^c-i' ■?  n-rei-^dy  diinini^lied  inheri- 
tance was  to  bnseUiCf^.  PlattCi-'pr  arose  n!}d  cu]dre?.-red  tiie  niiih 
liaido.  He  s[>okc  of  the  cr-ory  of  t';-:  nalioii,  previous  to  the  com- 
lu^  of  the  wliitc  mai].  lie  taid  tL-'it  tlie  Oneidas  were  then  fell 
of  strength  and  igor  and  beauty.  He  poinfed  to  the  tree  under 
v/hich  they  stood,  and  whicli  airhou^h  stiil  n-ian^niQcent  l^or  its  size 
nnd  beauty,  v/as  visibly  mnr'kcd  v^lih  :!i;e  arid  decay.  We  were 
like  this  tree,  said  he.  It  vvas  then  young  and  vigorous  and  beau- 
tifuh  It  drew  its  nourislimeut  fioi^i  the  gi-ouiid — the  soi],  and  it 
was  not  cramped  and  coTifined  : — it  could  dravv'  riourishmerK  I'roni 
the  \Yhole  soil, — for  the  Oneldos  ovned  it  all; — they  had  parted 
v/ith  rjOi3c  of  their  posr  esr-^ioos.  And  as  the  tree  coidd  draw 
sustenance  from  the  whole  soil,  iigi  c-n'  and  put  fonh  more  b/anchcs, 
and  more  leaves',  and  serd  out  ne\^-  lOOts  and  imphi'.ted  them 
dee[»er  in  the  ground.  It  became  sTong  and  very  beauiiud  :  so  did 
the  Oneidas.  As  the  tree  grev/,  the  Vrh.ice  man  came,  and  v,-e  sold 
h.im  a  povtiou  of 'our  lands.  A  root  of  the  tree  ^vhich  depended 
for  its  nourishment  upon  this  land  ^ud}0^od,  tor  it  had  iu>  soil  ;  and 
as  it  v/ithered  a  branch  died,  and  the  tr  -s  lost  some  of  its  beauty. 
Again  the  white  man  came,  and  we  sold  hint  another  piece  of  our 
land  ;  another  root  vathered,  and  ar.olher  branch  died,  and  tiic  tree 
became  less  beautiful  and  less  vigorous.  The  wliite  man  came  a 
third  lime,  and  we  sold  him  another  piece  of  land  ;— anodier  and 
BDother  root  withered,  and  another  and  another  hraiich  fcli  down, 
and  \vc  now  seethe  tree;  iho-iriii  1  ^-.^.ihlb  i:]:;.^  lost  its  brancbos, 
audit  no  longer  sends  forth  new  roots  and  nut^  {o?lh  new  branches. 
For  it  is  cramped,— -it  has  not  hmd  as  it  once  had. 

The  white  man  has  come  again, — shnll  we  sell  another  piece  of 
iand— shall  we  lei  the  tree  under  waieli  our  fhliiers  sat,  loose  an- 
other and  another  root,  and  cause  anoihcr  and  another  branch  to 

fain 

The  orator  enlarged  upon  the  figure,  and  extended  his  illus- 
tration, n-eque?Uly  drawing  a  parallel  between  it  and  the  nation,  until 
every  mind  present  was  fully  prepaid;  to  reject  the  overture  fbr  a 
treaty,  and  for  thctime  bemg-lho  nallcu,  preserved  its  ancient  in. 
heritance.  Weil  would  it  have  been  fjr  the  nation,  if  a  similar  xc 
suUhad  awaited  every  subsequeni  atiempi  to  purchu.^c  their  birth - 
right. 
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iThelubors  of  Mr.  Kirkland  among  ihi.s  ]>eop]e,  were,  iti  inanj 
instances,  attended  with  the  desired  result ;  and  a  lar^e  portion  of  the 
nation,  uhiniately  professed  a  speculative  btlief  in  ilie  doctrines 
"of  Christianity,  and  many  of  ihein  bore  witness  by  well  ordered 
lives  to  the  sincerity  of  tiioir  profession  of  that  belief  which  is  of 
the  he?<i\.  Among  the  latter  number,  was  tlie  venerai)le  Sconoa- 
doa',  who  for  many  years  after  the  death  of  his  r-piritual  father, 
waited  v/ith  a  christian  composure,  and  even  with  a  wish  to  depart, 
for  the  suriiaions  v-hich  sliould  call  him  to  meet  hini  in  the  pres- 
ence of  iheir  common  XiOrd  and  Master.  The  strength  of  the 
aitachuTcnt  of  this  aged  ^chief  to  his  friend  and  guide  to  the  pure 
faith  of  the  gospel,  may  be  inferred  from  his  dying  injunction,  that 
his  remains  should  be  laid  beside  those  of  his  chiistian  father,  tiiat 
in  the  resurrection  mora  they  might  together  waken  at  the  sound  of 
the  archangel's  trumpet,  to  meet  their  Saviour  coming  to  judgment. 
The  re<]uest  vvas  regarded,  and  the  missionary  and  his  disciple  sleep 
together  in  the  narrow  house. 

Shortly  ai'tei  die  peace,  the  attention  of  individuals  in  Connecti- 
cut and  Massachusetts  v>-as  called  to  this  vicinity,  as  a  promising 
field  for  emigration.  In  the  summer  of  the  year  "1784,  Judge 
liVhite,  the  iirst  New  England  settler,  y\iih  his  fsons,  arrived  at 
IVhitesiown,  l^rom  riliddlciown,  Conn.,  and  erected  a  dwelling 
house.  The  next  year  he  was  joined  by  a  nunsher  of  settlers,  and 
the  name  of  Wiiitestowrl,  very  soon  became  known  throughout  Kev,- 
England.-to  designate  the.  whole  region  lying  near  the  central  por- 
tion of  uio  St.ac.  iii  tliC  year  175C,  the  vnh.gtj  of  Cimlt.u  was 
settled  by  a  colony  of  20  families-,  and  the  tide  of  emigration  in- 
creased front  }  ear  to  year,  occupying  neighborhoods  in  almost  all 
parts  of  the  present  county  of  Oneida.  I  have  already  mention- 
ed, that  the  state  in  remuneration  to  3.1r.  Kirkland  tor  his  services 
during  the  revolutionary  war  conferred  upon  him  a  valuable  tract  of 
land.  This  took  place  in  the  year  17SS,  and  shortly  after  and 
about  the  year  1791.  he  conceived  the  project  of  establishing  a  semi- 
nary, which  shoidd  prove  a  blessing  alike  to  the  people  to  v.hom 
he  had  given  himself  to  bej].  teacher  and  a  guide,  and  to  the  sons 
of  his  co'ji.trymen  whc^  were  rapidly  estabiislang  themselves  here, 
and  converting  the  wilderness  into  the  homes  of  civii::ation.  The 
land  granied  to  him  by  the  Sta'e,  furnished  a  suitable  [.lace  as  he 
jiclieved,  f-'f  lac  sue  of  surh  an  insihulion.    This  tract  wasboui.id- 
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ed  CTi  c:.e-:de  upon  the  line  of  property,  as  it  vvao  lliea  called,  be- 

;L-3  Icj^dary  between  tiio  Indian  reservation  and  the  land 
cede.i  t  :  Vsbi'e  men.  Situated  thus  at  the  threshold  of  the  In- 
dian tc:::::ry,  he  looked  npoo  i?  as  just  the  point  whsre  the  youth 
iiesh  i"r:-.D  ibe  schools  of  ibo  man,  shouha  meet  the  sons  of 

the  fu:v-t.  and  together  unroll  ihehook  of  knowledge. 

At  liils  ::;  =  tance  of  time,  aud  with  ihe  knowledge  of  the  changes 
which  bsve  taken  place  in  the  circumstances  by  the  light  of  uhich 
he  ihen  ri-^M  ed  it,  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  tail  to  adndre  the  whole 
p/rojecL  i;e  prepared  it  for  operation.  "Whc  could  thefi  believe^' 
ihat  a  5;r:^-;e  generation  wovld  have  hardly  passed  away,  before  the 
Oaeidas,  s:3rtingii3  it  seemed  Irom  a  savage  state  to  that  of  a 
civihze-i  an  J  christian  connnunity,  v/ouid  have  widiered  before  the" 
vices  ci-.-;hz3tiop,  ere  its  virtees  Isad  found  nrcsling  place  arnong 
thec),  cf.c  ihui  their  btory  woiild  have  furnished  so  short  and  so 
rnour.i:'!;.  -i  r-gc  in  the  book  of  time,  as  lias  been  written  for  theml 
And  ikr  ;_:iilrnithropi?l  of  i'lsat  day  nhght  well  hope  that  the  foun- 
d alien  h  an  institution  would  from  age  to  age  shed  abioad 

heaUh:  .r  induences  upon  both  races,  and  become  a  perpetual  bond 
of  bri.:h^;r:j;Cod  between  the  while  and  the  red  man. 

With  these"  views,  Mr.  K.irkland  gave  himself  up  to  the  project,- 
ex:)en'3-a2;  his  time  and  the  means  which  Providence  had  placed 
in  his  h-ii: is,  Vi  ith  unsparing  zeal  for  its  promotion.    Through  his 
exeni  ici,  a  charter  of  incorporation  was  obtained  fi)r  the  instiitition,  ^ 
in  17?3,'e:ider  tlio  name  of  the  Ilainition  Oneida  Acaden'iv,  and 
a  Liir.c  r:-k;ed  in  order  to  commeoce  tlie  erectiort  cf  a  suitable  liudd- 
ii3g  for  its  operations,    in  1791-,  the  building  vrhicli,  after  the  eleva- 
tion of  the  seminary  to  the  rank  of  a  college  with  the  style  of  ilaniil- 
ton  Cchegc,  tor  many  years  continued  to  be  known  as  Oneida  Hall» 
was  raided  and  partially  finished  under   the  ^^superintendence  of 
our  townsman  Apollos  Cooper.    As  soon  as  the  requisite  means 
could  be  obtained  it  "was  completed;  and  officers  of  instruction  ap- 
pointed, who  at  ojice  established  for  it  a  charaeler  arnon,?  the  hrsf 
in  rank  of  the  academies  in  the  State.    The  fostering  care  of  its 
fouuder  never  fligged  in  elTarts  to  improve  its  condition  and  in- 
crease its  usefulness,  and  prepare  the  way  for  its  elevation  to  the 
rank  of  a  college,  which  l>oin  its  inception  he  had  contemplated* 
And  most  deeply  is  this  whole  conminnity  indebted  to  him,  for  the 
blesiiars  it  lias  already  dirpensed  upon  the  population  of  our  land* 
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And  I  rriay  oqrc  remark,  that  whatever  change  the  c?[penence  of  the 
last  tv/cnty-f^ve  years  iitay  liavo  dictated,  as  an  improvement  lu  ilv. 
5ccatio!i  of  g  college,  for  the  central  portion  of  New  York,  under  it.^j 
•present  circunistances,  and  prospects  tor  tfie  future,  yet  during  tho 
jife-time  of  its  fot;nder,  there  was  no  circurnstonce  existing,  whicli 
v/ould  have  justified  the  pref^^rence  of  another  location,  or  induced 
the  belief,  tiiat  the  utihty  of  the  institution  would  be  increased  oV  prq- 
Tiioted  by  its  establishment  upon  a  diOerent  site.  His  first  object, 
to  render  it  a  seminary  for  the  Indian  as  ^^  el!  as  tlie  while  youth, 
required  its  establishment  upon  the  frontier  ground  it  occu[)icd;  and 
when  yieldipt:  to  the  white  man's  offers,  the  sons  of  the  forest  re- 
treated froin  the  boundaries  of  their  then  tC!i-;tory,  the  local  im- 
portance of  ro  one  of  the  existing  village?;  in  the  vicinity  was  sc? 
much  in  advance  of  Clinton,  as  to  warrant  the  belief,  that  it  fur- 
nished a  more  desirable  place  for  its  operations.  The  death  of  'l)\v. 
Kirkland  occurred  in  the  spring  of  the  year  180S.  The  place;  he 
•occupied  in  the  early  history  of  Oneida  County  v/as  most  impor- 
tant, and  one  wluch  will  continue  to  exert  an  infiuencc  throu^di 
?ill  time.  Jefferson  desired  that  upon  hii;  tomb  might  be  inscribed. 
The  founder  of  the  Uiiiversity  of  Yirgirjia.'*  lie  could  exult  as 
he  foresaw  the  day  when  the  splendor  of  ijer  halls  and  the  oiag- 
nificenco  of  her  appointments,  would  reflect  lustre  upon  the  name 
of  even  the  author  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  with  a 
pardonable  vanity,  lie  desired  to  secure  for  it  the  glory.  But  the 
founder  of  f  laniilton  Colle^Te,  had  a  purer  motive  to  aetnate  him  in 
his  entpr pri-:c.  'lie  ;'s''ed  no  rcon?nnent  which  should  rcnv?:d 
the  careless  of  the  Indian  missionary,  and  keep  his  name  fresh 
before  llie  public  gaze,  lie  sought  to  establish  a  school  to  dilFuse 
the  blessings  of  learning',  and  the  art-s,  and  religion,  upon  the  be- 
idfi,hted  son  of  the  forest,  as  well  as  the  youth  from  8  more  fortu- 
nate home ;  to  open  a  well-spring  of  knowledge,  where  the  humble  cis 
well  as  the- lofty  might  qucncli  their  thirst  for  wisdom ;  and  he  little 
heeded  whatshouhi  be  thought  of  the  agent  who  effected  the  end. 
His  narnc,  no  marble  claimed  to  give  to  it  its  sluut-lived  immorial- 
ity, — nobr-Ts?  transmitted  for  another  age  to  adHitre.  And  tliough 
in  honor  of  its  early  friend,  tl;e  town  of  his  adoption  now  bears  his 
name,  many  a  year  had  his  ashes  slept  in  the  cold  bosom  of  the 
«arth,  before  this  simple  yet  adectionnte  tribute  was  paid  to  the 
memory  of  ihc  a<iO£Uc  and  benefacior  of  Oneida  county. 
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Another  nime  di?lingu!';hed  in  tlie  history  of  Oneida  county,  npt^ 
'. ',:  jpyin.^  no  obscure  pLicc  la  llie  catrilogue  of  American  palriotr, 
h  '  r-5t  of  the  late  James  Dean.  The  history  of  this  individual  and, 
?i~ency  in  many  of  the  evenls  transpiring  previous  io  and  during 
I'.';  revolutionary  v  ar,  v.  ould  fono  a  volume  of  deeply  interesting  and 
rr  oit  thrilling  incidonts.  A  native  of  New  England,  and  the  child 
leligious  parents,  at  the  early  an;e  of  eleven  years,  at  the.  solici- 
1':  LCD  of  a  connexion  of  his  lather's  family,  who  as  a  clergyman 
1.2  d  bee.'i  enga2;ed  in  (he  business  of  I  Indian  missions,  his  parents,  ^- 
I.>'j  the  mother  of  Spmuel,  d.ovoted  him  to  tbe,  service  of  the  ten> 
t:  >,  as  a  herald  of  the  Cro,^s.  tp  the  sons  of  the  forest.  Ii>  order  to- 
prepare  their  child  for  the  peculiar  duties  ho  would  be  called  upon,  ' 
io  perform,  by  the  advice  of  the  rciative  I  have  mentioned,  they 
corjciuded  to  send  him  even  tlsen  iii  his  early  youlh,  to  become  ac- 
:--'::i(d  sviih  the  Tnjiaii  lan^u'^go  and  habits,  and  manners,  and  to, 
2roM- up  amon^  a?id  in  contact  with  XhozO  [>mong  whonn  they  in- 
t'.-nrJed  his  life  should  be  spent.  At  this  time,  a  branch  of  the  Onei-  ' ' 
d^z  resided  al  a  settlement  called  Onaquao;;:!,  ,-ilriated  on  the  Sus- 
C'jebanna,  and  to  thi--  place  young  Dean  was  sent  to  become  a 
c.enizen  of  the  forest.  A  missionary  occasionally  visi.ted  the 
p'j=t,  and  to  him  the  early  education  of  the  subject  of  our  notice, 
in  the  arts  and  letters  of  civi'izcd  life,  was  cntrusied,  vvhile  ho  was 
?:cc^u!ring,  v/i'^/^ every  day's  grovj  ib,  (he  acconjplish.ments  which  go 
13  make  up  the  thorough-bred  native  of  the,  wijderness.  Here  he 
continued  until  he  arrived  at,  a  suitable  age  to  enter  Dartmouth  Col- 
iir^v  with  vhich  institutipn  very  shortly  after  it  i  eccivediis  charter  ' 
Le  connected  biniself,  lie  Ikuo  completed  h\$  under  graduate 
cour?^  in  1773,  and  v/as  gradriJited  in  the  third  class  which  re- 
r^'wed  its  honors  at  that  institution.  Previous  to  his  graduation,  he 
accompanied  a  friend,  the,  ilev.  Syivanus  llipley,  afterwards  the 
first  professor  of  divinity  of  the  college,  on  amission  to  the  Indians 
residinrr  at  Penobscot  nnd  on  the  Bay  of  Funry.  In  a  publication 
of  the  first  president  V>'helock,  printed  at  Hartford  in  1773,  he  is 
spoken  of  in  the  foilov.ing  maniior: — 

*'  Mr.  Dean  has  now  ilni^hed  his  course  of  stijdies  here,  and 
'*  upon  finding,  as  )  have  already  mentioned,  thnt  he  may,  with  litllo 
*' expense,  be  able  to  preach  to  the  JIurons  freely  in  their  own 
tongue,  has  determined,  if  God  please,  when  he  has  perfected 

himself  in  the  French  tongue,  to  enter  on  a,  ri;)s- ion,  and  with  a 
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*^  proper  companion,  preach  as  an  itinerant,  not  ouly  to. the  Six  "iVa., 
'*  tion?.*  (with  \vbon)  he  lived  many  years  from  his  youth,)  hut  to 
*'  the  tribes  that  can  understand  him  to  a  tbotisand  mile?,  if  such 
there  are  at  that  distance." 

Such  ^vere  the  viewi*.  a;Kl  intentions  with  which  he  received  his 
bachelor'.s  diploma,  and  he  accordingly  comn^enced  studies  in  the- 
ology, cvA  continued  theni  for  several  montlis,  v/hen  he  was  recu-. 
larly  hcensed  as  a  preacher  of  the  gospel,  tijough,  owing  to  the 
circun'i-tan  JCF  wh.ich  afterwards  uave  a  change  to  Iiis  pursui's,  he- 
never  was  ordained  to  the  sacred  office. 

It  win  be  recollected,  that  the  period  at  which  I  have,  now  arrived, 
was  that  of  the  comtnenceraent  of- the  troubles  which  preceded  the 
war  of  the  Kcyolutioiu  The  odious  duty  upon  tea  was  exciting  in 
America  tlic  deepest  feeling  of  opposition  to  the  adminisiratioa  of 
affairs  in  the  mother  cou;itry,  and  resohitions  of  resistance  to  its 
exec  ution,  amounting  to  open  i;ebellion,  were  publicly  passed  in  the 
popular  af;>eiiiblies  held  in  every  colony.  Ti'ie  opposition  to  th.o 
entrance  of  shii)s  bearing  ctirgoes  of  tea  into  I^[ew  York,  Phila- 
delphia and  n?osl  of  the  noris  of  the  colonies,  the  destruction  of 
the  tea  in,  ]^»05ton  harbor  in  the  winter  of  '73— '74*  and  the  meas^ 
nres  of  the  government  therenpon  in  the  passage  of  thobill  shutting 
np  the  port  of  Eo-ston,  as  a  punishment  for  the  insult  to^  the  royal 
authority  ;  tlie  act  of  parliament  altering  the  whole  forn)  of  governr 
ment  in  lUassachuaetts,  and  authorising  the  removal  of  persons  ac-. 
cuscd  of  murder  or  of  any  capital  ofience  in  aiding  the  enfgrccnienti 
of  these  laws  by  the  magistracy^  to  the  mother  country  An  trial, 
early  in  the  year  1774  had  increased  the  feeling  of  excitement 
which  perv.:ided  all  the  colonic.'?-,  and  rendered  universal  the  belief 
that  a  crisis  was  approaching,  in  which  it  would  become  necessary 
for  all  the  colonies  to  defend  their  rights  with  strong  arm..  At  Xhis. 
period^  svhen,  the  fr^-t  jcontinental  Congress  was  assembling  at  riiil- 
adelphia,  and  the  leading  citizens  of  each  colony  were  endeavoring 
to  ascertain  the  sentiments  of  all  classes  of  people  i;ektive  to  th? 
contest  ih'U  y/aii  portending,  the  peculiar  talents  and  quglificaiions. 
which  his  education  luid  afforded  him,  recommended  the  subject  of 
our  notice  to  the  continental  authorities,  -as  a  suitable  person  to.  as^ 
certain  tlv^  llehog  of  the  Ifidians  in  In^'cw  York  and  Canada,  and 
the  part  they  would  prol>abiy  take  in  the  event  of  a  war  willi  the 
rn other  countij.    Jn  order  to  dii-guise  the  object,  of  his  mi..55.uon,.  U 
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y/nn  zrrzna^ed  iTi^t  he  should  assume  tlio  bu?.ine?s  of  an  Indian  tra.- 
<]er,  and  he  ■•v-r^  •  arcordlnglj  furnished  with  such  goods  as  were 
then  carried  into  the  Indiun  country  by  tiiat  class  of  persons,  arid 
v/ith  lette'?,  b;!!?  of  pnrcels  and  other  documents' from  a  well  known 
house  at  Bo--:'.on  at  ih^ii  timo  engaged  in  the  traffic,  in  order  to  au- 
ibenticcte  his  assumed  chnracter.    Thus  prepared,  he  set  out  upon 
an  exped::ion  to  -^isii  the  Six  Nations,  and  the  vurious  branches  of 
the  diiTerent  tr;'>'  s  composing  iheni,  ct  connected  with  them  living 
in  Ci^nada.    la  the  course  of  his  travels  in  Lower  Canada,  he  was 
arreFted  by  the  British  authorities  as  a  spy,  and  Ccirried  to  Queb(?c; 
biit  by  a  prude  n(  and  careful  hearing  of  himself,  aided  by  tho  papers 
which  he  carried,  he  was  dischar^red  and  returned  home,  having 
f-'ucccssfuily  Rccornplished  the  oi;ject  of  his  mission.   As  the  troub- 
les i.Mcreased  ia  tho  colonies,  hi=;  services  became  of  great  impor-  . 
tar,ce  It  the  cocntr}-,  in  order  to  conciliate  the  Indian  tribes,  and  as 
a  means  of  conimunicalion  with  thern.    An  adopted  son  of  the 
Oneidas,  educated  in  afi  their  habits  and  customs,  and  skilled,  more- 
over, in  Till  the  v.hite  man's  knowdedge,  the  nation  regarded  him 
%V!th  more  than  parental  affection,  and  to  the  regaid  v>-hicli  they  en- 
tertained for  hi.'ii  ?.nd  tlieir  religious  teacher,  Mr.  Kirkla-id,  m.ay  bo 
whoiiy  attribute  d  their  friendship  fur  the  colonists,  while  most  of  the 
other  portions  of  the  Six  >Taticns  adhered  to  the  aims  of  the  rnot'ner 
country.    On  the  final  outbreak  of  hcsliiities  in  1775,  and  the  as- 
signmiOnt  of  t'ne  cornniandof  the  i^orthv/estcrn  frontier  of  x\eNv  York 
to  General  Schuyler,  Zslv.  Dean  was  appointed  to  the  office  of  In- 
iliarj  Agent,  with  ire  staiTrank  of  major  in  the  army,  and  durin:i  the 
v.'holc  war. of  ti^e  rcvoliiiion  lie  ccutinued  hisser\  ices  to  the  country 
in  that  capacity.    For  most  of  the  time*  his  duties  v.f-rc  performed 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Oneidas.    A  very  considerable  portion 
of  the  war  h<?  v.-as  stationed  at  Fort  Stanwix,  the  site  of  the  present, 
village  of  RoiTJe,  and  by  virtue  of  his  oflice,  superintended  the  inter- 
course v.-ith  tliC  Iridians-,,  and  the  obtairfmg  of  a!i  information  tiirough 
them.    By  mearjs  of  an  Indian  scout  in  Ids  em{)ioyment,  known  to 
the  early  settlers  of  the  county,  and  indeed  remembered  by  the  wri- 
ter as  Savcy  Af7rA-,  he  obtained  iiiforn;r;tion  of  the  very  hour  thai  the 
iittack  was  to  be  made  upon  Cherry  Valley,  previous  to  the  massa- 
<TC  at  that  ill-iated  seitlement,  and  in  sufhcient  time  to  have  Cclonel. 
A'.den,  the  commander  of  the  post,  apprised  of  it.    The  iiitelligenect 
lA'es  fransmiited  to  h.im  through  the  ccmniandant  of  the  garrison  at 
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Fort  Stanwlx,  but  tbo  i!!-fut€(^  Aid  en.  d{i>regi».;-dinir  the  news  and 
cDeering  at  it  as  an  Indian  iiiuribug,  permitted  ihe  iohabilants  oftbo 
fcettlemeut  peaeefuliy  and  uiialarincd  and  unprotecled  to  retire  to 
rest  on  iho  night  of  the;  attacli,  and  before  ihe  morning,  paid  with 
hid  own  life,  and  liio  lives  of  liiose  be  was  placed  lo  protectj  the 
price  of  his  rash  incvedulity. 

The  siege  of  Foi  i  Sianwix,  and  the  battle  of  Oilikany,  occurreu 
during  an  absence  of  I'lr.  Dean  do^-i'o  the  Mohawk.      On  bis  re- 
turn with  the  brigade  connnanded  by  Genera!  x\rnold  intended  for 
the  relief  of  tlie  gariison,  he  passed  the  battle  ground,  stili  strewn 
with  the  corses  of  those  who  had  fi"iHen  in  ihc  contliclj  blackening 
nnburied  where  they  felL    The  brigade  paused  and  performed  the 
last  sad  ofnce  to  their  compatriols,  and  when  the  earth  had  received 
iheir  remains,  proceeded  to  its  destination.     The  subject  of  our 
notice  subsequently  was  a(tac!;ed  to  the  expedition  of  Gen,  Sulii-' 
van  in  the  western  part  of  Ne  v/  York,  and  was  present  at  the  balila 
at  ?\e\vtovvii— now  Ehnira/    A  manuscript  jeurnal  and  r.arvativeof 
this  expeditioti,  prepared  by  biin  with  great  core,  was  tor  many  years 
preserved  by  his  family,  but  has  unfortunately  been  destroyed. 
The  inforrdation  it  contained  would  liave  been  extremely  valuable, 
end  serve  to  throw  much  light  upon  the  manners  and  condition  of 
the  Six  iNutions  at  that'pcriod.    At  the  close  of  the  wur,  lhe  Onei-" 
das  granted  lum  a  tract  of  land  two  miles  square,  lyjjig  on  the  Wood 
Creek  west  of  i^onje,  to  which  he  removed  in  1784  and  com- 
menced its  i;:-pi-ovenie?-t.    lie  here  conUn;ied  two  years,  when  he 
C'jJecte,u  a.  11  exciiai.ee  wuh  ihe  liution  tor  ibe  iinct  of  land  i)nig  ai 
lYestmorelond,  laiown  as  Dean's  Patent,  and  removed  to  his  late^ 
residence  upon  it  in  I'TSG^  where  he  continued  to  reside  ur.tii  his 
death.    Upon  the  cession  to  the  State  in  1783,  of  the  lands  jyiijo" 
outside  of  Uic  line  of  property  ns  it  is  cailedj  tlte  State,  in  viev/  of 
bis  meritorious  services  duiing  the  ^var,  confirmed  the  grant  to  him' 
by  patent,  under  which  a  portion  of  the  land  is  hold  by  his  family  at' 
the  present,  day. 

Two  or  tliree  years  after  the  removal  of  Mr.  Bean  from  Wood' 
Creek  to  the  latter  place,  an  incident  occurred  which  furnishes  a" 
parallel  to  the  rescue  of  Captain  Snnth  by  Pocahontas  in  the  early 
days  of  Vn-glnia,  An  institution  existed  amorjg  the  Indians  for  the 
punishment  of  a  murderer,  an^weriiig  in  son>o  respects  to  the  Jew- 
ish code.    It  became  the  duty  of  ihe  hearc^t  relative  of  the  de-  ' 


to  pursue  him,  and  avenge  his  brother's  dentlu     In  case 
t--  rr,.jrder  was  perpetrated  by  a  member  of  a  difierent  tribe,  the 
crj-  ce  demanded  that  the  tribe  of  the  murdered  man  should  re- 
rpi:^  ihe  hlood  of  some  member  of  the  oflending  tribe.    3:his  was 
refsrded  as  a  neccbsary  atoneiuent,  ahd  as  absoiuteiy  requisite  to 
th-r  ?:r.ppiness  of  the  deceased  in  the  world  ofepirits,  and  a  rehgious 
and  not  as  a  mere  matter  of  vewgefid  gr;?tifico{ion.    At  tho 
psno-::  to  which  I  have  referred,  an  Indian  had  been  mi'.rdered  by 
rcn-.^^  unknown  white  man,  who  had  escaped.     The  chiefs  there- 
up'.fi  hc!d  a  consultation  at  Oneida  to  determine   what  was  to  be 
done.     Their  dehberatidns  were  held  in  secret,  but  through  the 
lV!-:,-hh'p  ofoneofthe  number,  Mr.  Dean  was  advised  of  what  was 
goir-g  on.    From  the  office  that  he  had  held,  and  the  high  standing 
h-j  rraint^^jned  among  the  white  men,  it  was  urged  in  the  council 
ih  j';  he  v,  d5  the  proper  person  to  s;icrifice  in  atonement  for  the  of- 
fer;:;; committed.    The  question  was,  however,  a  very  diPocuH:  one 
to  di.-^pose  of.    He  had  been  ado]»ted  info  the  tribe.,  and  w.^s  held 
toh-^-a  son,  and  it  v/as  argued  by  many  of  the  chiefs  ih-.it  he  could 
now  be  no  more  responsible  for  the  OiTcnce  than  one  of  the  natives 
of  the  tribe,  and  that  his  sacrifice  would  not  furnish  the  proper  alone- 
meet.  -J-'or  several  days  the  matter  was  debated  and  no  decision 
^vas  arrived  at.    ^Vhile  it  was  undetermined,  he  continued  to  hope 
for  the  h'^Bi,  and  his  friendly  inforrtiaii?  kepi  him.  corsstantly  advised 
of  a]I  that  was  done.    At  first  he  rellected  u[>onthe  propriety  of  his 
h-avin;:^  the  country  ond  escaping  from  the  danger.     But  his  ci*~- 
cum=!ances,  together  v.ilhthc  hope  efii favorable  istHeot  tiie  ques- 
tion in  the  council, induced  him  to  remain.  ]Ic  had  erected  a  small 
hou^e  which  ho  was  occupying  wit'n  his  wife  and  two  children,  one 
an  infant,  and  it  was  idle  to  thiid-:  of  removing  them  v/itliont  ex- 
citing observation  and  perhaps  causing  a  .sacrifice  of  all.  As 
the  council  continued    its  session  for   several  days,  his  hopes 
of  a  favorable  decision  brightened.    He  hovrever  kept  the  whole 
matter  to  himsslfj  r;ot  even  mentioning  it  to  his  ^^ife,  and  pre- 
pared himself  t^or  any  emergency  v,hicli^  ^^'^'g^^  beildl  hint.  One 
ni-'ht  after  he  had/etircd  to  b-^^d,  h'^  was  awoke  by  the  sonnd  of  the 
death  whoop,  at  a  ^hort  distance  from  his  houbc.    He  then  lor  the 
first  lime  communicated  to  his  wife  his  fears  that  a  party  were  ap- 
proaching 10  take  hi;;  life.    He  enjoined  it  tipon  her  to  remain  quiet 
Svith  her  children  in  the  roomi  where  tiicy  slept/whiie  he  vfould  rs- 
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'Ccive  the  coiincul  in  an  adjoining  one  and  endcav-nr  lo  avert  their 
•deterniiiiutio!),  Iruriti'ig  to  rrovidciice  tor  the  resuit.  He  mjl  ihe 
Indians  at  (he  door,  and  seated  them  in  the  outer  roonj.  .There 
were  eighteen,  ai]d  a!i  chiefs-  or  head  men  of  the  nation.  Thei^cn- 
ior  cliief  informed  him  that  they  h.-^d  come  to  sacrifice  him  for  the 
nuirder  of  their  brother,  and  that  he  must  now  prepare  to  die.  He 
replied  to  them  at  It-ngth,  clainiin^j  that  lie  was  an  adopted  son  of 
the  Oneidas  ;  that  it  was  unjust  to  require,  his  blood  for  the 
wrong  com  milled  by  a  vvickcd  white  man  ;'  that  he  was  not  ready  fo 
die',  and  that  he  could  not  leave  his  w  ile  and  children  unprovided  f  ir. 
The  council  listened  to  him  with  profound  gravity  an'l  alte.ntion, 
and  when  he  ?at  down,  one  of  liie  chiefs  replied  to  him*  He  re 
joined,  and  used  every  argument  l]is  ingenuity  could  devise  in  or- 
der to  reverse  tlicir  sentence.  The  debate  continued  a  long  time, 
and  the  hope  of  escape  grew  f'.'.infer  arid  fainter  as  it  proceeded. 
At  length  he  had  nearly  abandoned  iiimself  to  the  doom  they  had 
resolved  upoii,  when  be  heard  tlie  patlpring  of  a  footstep  witli'.ait 
the  door.  All  eyes  were  fixed  U|!on  tiie  door.  It  opened  and  a 
squaw  entered!  She  was  the  v/ifc  of  the  senior  chief,  and  ai  the 
time  of  i\ir.  Dean's  adoption  into  the  tribe  in  his  boyhood,  she  had 
taken  him  as  her  son.  The  entrance  of  a  Vv'oni'an  into  a  soIctth! 
council,  was,  by  Indian  etiquette,  at  war  with  all  propriety.  She, 
hov,  ever,  took  her  place  near  the  door,  and  all  looked  on  in  silence. 
A  rnotnent  aft'':r,  another  footstep  was  heard,  and  another  Indian 
woman  entered  the  council.  This  v/as  a  sister  of  tlie  forn^.er,  and 
.i'he  loo  vras  the  wife  of  a  chief  then  pioscuu  Aiiuther  p  'uau  t  n- 
sued,  and  a  third  entered.  Each  of  the  three  stood  wrapped  close- 
ly in  her  blanket,  but  said  nothing.  At  length  the  presidiiig  chid 
addressed  them,  telling  them  to  begone  and  leave  the  clucfs  to  go 
on  with  their  business.  The  wite  replied,  that  the  council  must 
change  their  determination  and  let  the  good  whilernaji — their  fiicfsd 
— her  own  adopted  son,  alone.  The  command  to  ho  gone  was  re- 
peated, when  each  of  the  Indiaii  women  tiirew  off  her  blanket  and 
showed  a  knife  in  her  extended  hand,  and  declared  that  if  one  hair 
of  the  while  matfs  liead  was  touched,  they  would  each  bury  iheir 
knives  in  their  own  heart's  blood.  The  strangeness  of  the  wliole 
scene  overwhelmed  witli  amazement  each  meniber  of  ihe  council, 
and  regarding  the  unheard-of  resolution  of  the  v/omen  to  ititcrfert 
in  the  matter  as  a  sort  of  inanile-Uution  ofihe  will  of  the  Great  Spirit  ■ 
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\hat  the  white  man's  hfe  should  not  be  taken,  their  previous  decree 
was  reversed  on  the  spot,  and  the  life  of  their  victim  prei-erved. 
Shortly  after  the  erection  of  the  counly  of  Herldrner  in  1791,  Mr. 
Dean  was  appointed  a  judge  of  the  county  courts,  in  which  office  he 
was  continued  until  the  erection  of  the  county  of  Oneida,  when  he 
was  appointed  to  a  similar  station  in  this  county,  andretairred  the  of- 
fice by  successive  appointments,  and  occasionally  served  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  stale  legislature,  until  the  year  1813,  when  he  retired  from 
public  life,  and  devoted  his  remaining  days  to  the  enjoyment  of  do- 
mestic quiet,  and  a  preparation  for  the  time  of  his  departure.  This 
event  took  place  in  September,  1S32. 

The  lives  of  few  men  present  more  claims  to  the  affection,  respect 
and  veneration  of  their  countrymen  than  that  of  Judge  Dean.  From 
the  circumstances  of  his  youth,  and  education,  calculated  to  exercise 
a  inost  useful  and  important  part  in  his  couivtry's  .service,  he  was 
early  called  to  act  in  emergencies  requiring  the  display  of  great 
wisdom,  strong  fortitude  and  sincere  an.d  devoted  patriotism,  in  all 
of  which  he  showed  himself  equal  to  the  demand.  As  a  citizen j 
his  amiable  deportment,  his  benevolence  and  bis  unwavering  integ- 
rity, endeared  him  to  all  v.'ho  knew  him.  As  a  magistrate  and  le- 
gislator, his  strong  and  v/ell  balanced  mind,  well  stored  with  sound 
learning  and  the  wisdom  which  is  begotten  of  experience  and  ex- 
tensive observation,  commanded  universal  respect  within  the  sphere 
■  in  which  he  moved. 

In  connection  with  the  sketches  I  have  given  of  the  characters  of 
ihe  Ptcv.  r^Ir.  Kirkland  and  Judge  Dean,  T  propose  io  notice  tne 
siege  of  Fort  Stanv/ix  and  the  batlio  of  Orisliany, — events  which 
have  made  the  soil  of  Oneida  classic  ground,  and  which  hold  an 
important  place  in  the  history  of  the  American  Revolation.  I  will 
detain  you  for  a/ew  moments  upon  the  subject,  and  then  close  my 
remarks  for  this  evening. 

Fort  Stanwix  v/as  originally  erected  in  the  year  1758,  during 
the  French  war,  as  it  is  commonly  called.  It  occupied  a  position 
commanding  the  carrying  place  betvv'een  the  navigable  waters  of 
the  Mobavr  k  and  Wood  Creek,  and  v/as  regarded  as  the  key  to  the 
communication  between  Canada  and  the  seitlemcnts  on  the  I'Jo- 
hawk.  It  was  originally  a  square  Fort,  having  four  bastions  sur- 
rounded by  a  broad  and  deep  ditch,  with  a  covert  way  and  glaci^^. 
i  n  the  centre  of  the  ditch  a  rov/ of  perpendicular  pickets  was  planted 
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and  anotliei'  hoiizontaJ  low  fixed  arouiid  the  ^al^ipsr{.^^  After  the 
French  >var,  the  fortification  iiau  been  permitted  to  go  into  decay  ; 
and  at  the  coiDmenceinent  of  kosliiities  with  the  iziother  country,  it 
needed  thorough  repairs  in  order  to  make  it  li&clul  for  the  pur- 
poses intended.  Upon  Gen.  Schuyler  be'.ng  ordered  to  the  corri- 
inand  of  the  riorfhwostern  frOxHtier,  he  placed  CoL  Gansevoort  In 
contmand  of  tho  fori  wilii  a  swiW  f^arris-'OM,  and  coiTirnencod  tlic 
svoik  of  placing  the  fortification  in  a  situation  for  resistance.  Karly 
in  tlie  summer  of  the  year  1V77',  ilic  e!iemy's  plan  of  the  northerr} 
campaign  against  the  revolutior  ary  f  orces  became  understood,  and 
the  necessity  of  preventing  its  successful  issue  most  deeply  feU. 
The  plan  contemrilated  the  complete  subjugation  of  New  York,  by 
a  combination  of  movements  io  tl;reo  dificrent  directions,  in  the 
}iope  that  by  severing  K"ew  England  from  the-  other  States,  a  more 
easy  victory  \roiild  bo  afforded  to  the  royal  arms,  in  order  to  do 
this,  General  Burgoyrie  was  to  descend  from  Montreal  by  way  of 
Lake  Champlaiii,  and  force  bis  way  to  Albany.  In  the  mean  time, 
a  detachment  of  the  invading  forces  under  the  com.tnand  of  Colonel 
St,  Leger,  consisting  of  200  British  troops  and  a  regiment  of  loy- 
alists under  Sir  John  Johnson,  together  with  a  large  body  of  Indians 
in  the  employment  of  the  royal  government,  vv'ere  to  pass  up  the  St. 
Lav/rence  tc  Lake  Ontario,  and  by  the  way  of  Oswego,  Oneida 
I/3ke  and  Vvocd  Creek,  obtain  possession  of  Fort  Stanwix,  arid 
passing  dovv'n  tlic  Mohawk,  form  a  junction  witli  the  main  army  at 
Albany.  The  combined  flsrcc  was  then  to  proceed  onward  to  meet 
Sir  Henry  Clinton,  v>ho  was  io  press  up  the  jiudson  River,  with 
the  forces  under  his  command-,  and  occupy  £.11  tlie  fortresses  upon 
its  banks.  As  early  as  the  3d  of  July,  (1777)  it  became  apparent 
to  the  garrison  at  Fort  Siansvix  that  hostile  Indians  wero  prowling 
about  the  fort.  Preccaitions  were  taken  to  render  tho  fortifications 
as  secure  as  possible^  and  on  tho  first  day  of  A.ugust  every  thing 
was  in  a  fit  state  of  preparation  lor  the  enemy.  There  were,  never- 
theless, as  yet,  two  things  most  essential  iri  the  defence  of  a  forti- 
fication to  be  supplied — amn-.unition  and  provisions.  An  expre^js, 
however,  arrived  in  the  camp  on  tlsot  day,  bringing  notice  tiiat  a 
supply  of  these  articles  v,as  approaching  in  batteaus  accompanie-i 
by  a  guard  of  200  man.  The  supplies  arrived  on  the  second  of 
August  in  the  at^ternoon,  and  v,h'lo  tlic  last  boat  was  unladi;ig 
enemy  made  hi-v  anpCi^raiicc  n<;ar  ihi:  landing  place.    I'hc  garri-iou 
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now  consisted  of  seven  hundred  riiid  fifty  men  ;  and  an  examina- 
tion of  ihcir  5;torcs  shoved  that  tlieir  provisions  and  ammunition 
would  permit  them  to  hold  out  six  weeks,  by  husisandins;  we!!  their 
resources,  nitd  firifii^  but  nine  cannon  per  day.  A  demand  of  sur- 
reiKier  was  now  made  by  the  British  commanding  oilicer,  and  in- 
dignanlly  refused  by  ihc  garrison.  The  sie[',e  tiien  conmienced  with 
great  activity  on  the  part  of  tljo  enemy.  Upon  hearing  of  the  in- 
vestfnent  of  the  fort,  General  Herkimer,  [llercheimcr]  who  then 
cominandeci  the  niililia  of  Tryon  county,  (as  tb.e  whole  territory  af- 
terwards known  as  Montgomery  couiity,  and  including  all  the  Stalc- 
v,  est  of  Schenectady  county,  was  then  called,)  collected  a  iprce  of 
about  eight  hundred  militia  iVorr.  the  Dutch  and  German  settle- 
ments belov/  this,  aFid  slaried  with  them  to  the  relief  of  the  besieged. 
On  tiio  evening  of  the  6th  of  August,  General  ilerkimer  arrived  at 
the  Oris-kany  creeic,  and  sent  two  cx[>rcssc3  with  letters  to  Colonel' 
Oanscvoortj  informing  him  of  his  approach  and  where  he  then  v/as, 
and  desiring  cannon  to  be  fired  to  inform.  hin»  of  the  safe  arrival  of 
his  expresses.  11c  also  requer;!cd  that  a  sally  might  be  made  im- 
mediately on  their  arrival,  to  ofiect  a  diversion  of  tlie  enemy's  for- 
ces, in  order  to  favor  his  approach  to  the  fort.  The  expresses  ar- 
rived safely  in  camp  on  the  t^oronoon  of  the  6th,  about  eleven 
o'clock.  The- c^maon  were  immediately  fired  as  a  signal  to  Gen. 
Herkimer,  and  a  force  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  with  a  piece  of 
artillery  detailed  under  Colonel  Vvillett,  the  second  in  command,  to 
make  a  sally.  A  thunder  shower,  of  which  1  shall  again  have  oc- 
casion to  speal*.,  coming  up,  dctr.ined  it  for  an  Iron-,  The  sally 
from  the  fort  was  most  fortunate.  The  camps  of  Sn-  John  John- 
son and  of  the  Indians  were  taken,  their  ov/nor.-  piit  to  flight,  ural 
the  whole  camp  equippage,  clothing,  blankets  and  stores,  the  otli  - 
cer's  baugage,  memorand'i  and  papers,  togetlier  with  five  British 
flags  secured  and  carried  into  the  ibrt,  and  all  without  the  loss  of  a 
single  man.  The  British  flag  were  immediately  displayed  heneatii 
the  A  merican  ensign  as  troj)hics  of  the  victory. 

Not  so  fortunate,  however,  was  tiie  fate  of  the  gallant  band 
marching  io  the  relief  of  their  co\mtrymen.  Colonel  St.  Leger 
learning  of  iheii  approach,  detached  a  portion  of  the  force  under 
his  conmiand  with  a  party  of  Indians  to  lie  in  ambush  and  intercept 
ihem.  The  path  then  leading  from  Oriskany  to  the  fort  passed  tlic 
K\iij  h  whtcii  constitutes  the  present  itoundary  of  Ilome,  at  the  dis- 
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taiice  of  twenty  or  thirty  rods  north  of  the  present  road  tollonie  at 
that  [)oiMt,  The  antbuseacte  comnsofifted  in  tliis  ;.{Ldph,  and  Iho  eri- 
emy  were  lyin^  concealed  on  both  sides  of  the  pnth  tor  soiuo 
distance  above  it.  On  the  niorning  of  the  sixth,  General  Herkimer, 
after  wailing  until  about  S  o'clock,  and  hecring  no  discharge  of  can- 
non from  the  fort,  supposed  his  express  might  not  have  succeeded 
in  reachirig  it,  and  proceeded  with  hk  command.  The  cohjmn 
consisting  wholly  of  militia  men,  a!)d  not  expecting  an  immediate 
attack,  entered  the  ainbuscade  in  open  order  and  unprepared  for 
action,  and  nearly  half  of  the  whole  body  had  passed  the  gulph, 
when  the  Indian  war  whoop  became  the  signal  of  attack,  and  one 
of  the  most  bloody  conflicts  of  modern  tiincs  ensued.  The  attack 
was  general  and  from  every  quarter.  Thrown  into  cont^usion  at 
the  onset,  and  without  the  habits  of  military  discipline,  necessary  to 
enable  them  to  rally  in  the  faiy  of  tb-3  strife,  a  portion  of  the  mihtia 
who  had  not  reached  tho  ambuscade  fled,  while  Vv'iih  the  remainder 
the  action  became  u  melee  of  single  contests,  the  militia  forming  a 
circle  around  their  leader,  and  maintaaning  tlicir  ground,  and  jrab 
laiit'y  resisting  tht;  attack,  until  tlie  violent  shower  of  which  I  h:!.vo 
spoken  commenced,  when  the  enemy  withdrew  to  his  camp.  In 
the  contest,  one  hundred  and  sixty  militia  men  fell  dead  on  the  field, 
and  a  very  large  nuuibci"  v-zere  wounded  and  removed  by  tfjo  survi- 
vors to  Herkimei.  Among  the  number  of  the  wounded  was  Gen- 
eral Herkimer.  He  received  a  bullet  about  six  inches  below  his 
knee,  which  splintered  the  bone.  Fas  leg  was  afterwards  ampu- 
{y,U'(],  and  it  is  Si;pposv;u  that  he  might  have,  recovered,  but  in  the 
inilammation  ensuing  upon  tho  amputation,  iie  became  delirious, 
and  tore  tho  bandages  from  tl\e  leg  and  in  consequence  bled  to 
death. 

After  tbo  tsnsuccessfni  issue  of  tlio  atleinpt  to  relieve  the  hesie- 
ged,  Colonel  St.  Leger  again  sent  a  Hag  of  trnco  witli  a  demand  to 
tho  garrison  to  surrender,  promising  protection  in  case  tho  sum- 
mons should  be  coniplied  with,  and  threatcr.ing  the  fury  of  his  sav- 
age allies  in  case  it  was  refused.  The  demand  was  spurned  at  and 
tho  investing  army  defied.  it  v.-as  then  doomed  advisable  to  at- 
tempt a  commuiii<.Ttion  ^vith  the  settlements  and  the  procuring  of  a 
rciiiforccment,  and  Colonel  Willet  and  Lieutenant  Stockwell  of  the 
garrison,  volunteered  to  go  on  the  liazardous  expedition.  Tiif  v 
left  the  lort  on  ti^o  e-^cning  of  the  iOth  of  August,  and  succeeded  bv 
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a  most  fuiiguing  and  perilous  march  through  the  country  lying  seveii 
or  eight  liiilcs  !:orlh*Aard  of  !iic  ?doh'iw]{,  in  reaching  the  (Tcnnari 
settlements  at  Herldmer.  They  there  leai  acd  theit  Ccn.  Tieorned  had 
received  orders  to  repair,  with  a  brigade  of  Massachusetts  troops 
from  fhe  vicinity  of  the  Cahoes,  to  meet  General  Arnohl  with  an- 
other force,  and  together  proceed,  under  the  command  of  Arnold, 
to  the  relief  of  the  garrison.  On  hearing  of  the  approach  of  Ar- 
nold with  his  force,  the  Indians  co-operating  v,ith  Colonel  St. 
Leger  became  dissatisfied,  and  threatened  to  leave.  At  this  junc- 
ture, a  tory  (Tost  Sciiuylcr)  v.ho  had  been  taken  jjrisoner,  and  who 
could  speak  the  Indian  language,  was  released  upon  condition  that 
he  should  go  among  the  Indians  and  represent  the  force  of  the  re- 
lieving avniv.    To  secure,  his  Hdolity  his  brother  was  detained  as  a 

-hostage,  with" a  threat  iJiat  he  should  be  hung  in  case  Tost  ^vas 
treadle roi;s.  The  iuUdhgcnce  of  Schuj  ler  produced  in  them  gen- 
eral distrust  and  alarm,  and  General  St.  Leger,  on  the  22d  of  August, 
after  having  vigilantly  and  energetically  prosecuted  the  siege  far 
twenty  days,  was  forced  to  raise  it  and  ^-etreat  to  Oswego.  The 
result  so  creditable  to  the  garrison  and  the  ofilcers  conducting  it,  was 
also  productive  of  most  important  consequences,  whether  we  regard 
it  as  saving  tbo  settlements  on  the  Mohawit  from  the  savages  of  a 
ruthless  and  vindictive  enenny,  or  in  its  effect  upon  the  public  senti- 
ment bore  and  in  the  mother  country.  "  Nothing,"  says  the  British 
Annual  Register  for  1777,  "could  have  been  more  nntovrard  in  (he 
present  situation  of  afiairs  than  the  Uiii'brtunate  issue  of  this  expedi- 
tion. The  Amc'irans  iopio^-o.)lc-d  this  nnd  ihr-.  r^,u-  a^  Bennir.g- 
ton  as  great  and  glorious  victories.  Nothing  could  exceed  their 
exultation  and  confidence.    Gansevcorl  and  ^Vdlct,  with  Staihcand 

■  Warnei'/Jieroes  of  Bennington)  were  ranked  among  those  who  were 
considered  tho  .saviours  of  their  country/' 
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f  In  coullaulng  the  subject  with  Vvhicb  I  occupied  your  (:tlentio:< 
in  niy  former  lecture,  I  will  next  introduce  to  your  nouce  au  indi vid- 
ua], who,  altbougli  not  an  inhabitant  of  Oneida  county,  deserves 
from  iis  chronicler  n)o»-e  than  a  passing  noiice.  I  speak  of  llein- 
rich  Staring,  for  many  years  First  Judge  of  Hcrkinr/er  coanty  while 
it  comprehended  v/iihin  its  limits  the  present  county  of  Oneida,  and 
the  tirst  individual  v.dio  held  that  oflicc.  In  his  case  hove  the 
words  of  die  great  master  of  diainntic  poetry  been  signally  verihed  :  ' 

"  The  evi]  that  men  do,  hv  es  after  them ;  ,^ 
"The  good,  is  oft  iiiterreiwiUi  tneij  bones." 

Although  for  many  years  occupying  most  iniport-int  public  stations', 
and  exercising  an  inliuence  most  salufury  during  an  eventful  period 
of  our  national  history,  little  is  known  of  him  by  the  present  gene- 
ration, save  the  anecdotes  which  tlse  lovers  of  fun  of  his  day  chose 
to  invent  and  circulate  in  ridicule  of  his  [leculiEiiities.  Hcinrich 
Staring  was  a  native  of  the  Mohav.  k  Yalley,  and  wa.3  born  about 
eleven  miles  below  this  city,  veiy  early  after  the  setLiement  of  the 
Crerman  Flalts.    Little  is  now  known  of  his  early  history.    At  the 
coumioncemcril     the llevolulionary  "War,  we  find  hitri  a  n;i]ili..i  of- 
ficer, and  regarded  by  the  royal  party  as  a  most  imponar.t  an.d 
inOacntial  per.^on-igc  in  his  neighborhood.    He  was  present  at  the 
battle  of  Oriskany,  and  from  that  period  held  the  office  of  coloiiei 
of  the  Tryon  couniy  mihtia  during  iho  reriiairider  of  the  war.  Pos- 
sessing great  shrewdness,  strong  common  seu.se,  and  unflinching 
intrepidity,  he  enjoyed  the  unlimited  eonfiden.ce  of  the  German  and 
Dutch  settlers  on  the  Mohav^k,  and  became  a  prominent  object  for 
seizure  by  the  enemy.    A  great  number  of  anecdotes  iilusirative  of 
die  extraordinary  means  that  were  used  by  the  enemy  be  had  to 
deal  v.  iihto  procure  his  person  or  destroy  Ihm,  might  be  related. 
My  }>lan  t'  -r  this  evening,  however,  v.ill  permit  rno  to  give  you  but 
a  single  one-    Tlie  story  v/as  told  my  informant  from  the  lips  of  the 
old  man  several  yerus  aficr  the  v/ar.    Vfhe  event  took  place  .-orn?' 
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lime  late  in  Noveniber,  and  about  the  year  1778  or  1779.    He  had, 
for  .some  purpose,  gone  into  the  woods  at  some  distoncc  from  his 
home,  rmd  while  there,  by  ciiniice,  came  suddenly  Ui^Mi  a  party  of 
lioslil*;  Indians,  uho,  during  tlio^c  year^,  were  frc(jueiilly  pro\\iirirr 
about  the  settlements  on  {!ie  Mohawk,  and  occasioijully  making 
murderous  incursions  among  the  inhalutant?.     Before  he  became 
fully  avvare  of  their  preseiicc  he  had  got  so  completely  in  their  power 
that  ilight  or  resistance  were  out  of  the  question.    He  was  seized 
with  every  dem.onst ration  of  hellish  delight;  and  rapidly  hurried 
away  in  a  contrary  direction  from  his  home  and  southward  of  the 
^lohawk,  until  his  captors  supposed  themselves  out  of  the  Fcach 
'  of  pursuit,  whoii  they  directed  their  march  westv/ard,  and  at  night 
reached  a  small  uninhabited  \vigvvans  at  a  little  more  than  a  quar- 
ter of  a  iViUe  i^om  the  right  bank  of  the  Orisl.-any  Creek,  above 
Clinton,  in  what  is  Tiow  called  Brothertown.    Tisis  v, igwam  con- 
sisted of  tv.o  rooms,  separated  from  each  other  by  c'  partition  of  logs. 
Into  the  larger  of  these  there  opened  an  ouiside  door  v/hich  fur- 
-  nished  tlie  only  entrance  to  t})e  house.    Another  door  communicated 
from  the  larger  to  the  smaller  room.    The  lulter  had  one  windov,\ 
a  small  square  hole  of  less  than  a  toot  high  by  about  two  feet  wide, 
placed  nearly  six  feet  above  the  floor.    The  whole  structure  v^'as 
of  ^ogs,  substantially  built.     The  Indians  examined  the  smadlcr 
room,  and  concluded  that  by  securely  fastening  tiieir  prisoner  hand 
and  foot,  they  could  safely  keep  him  there  until  morning.  They 
therefore  bound  his  hands  behind  him  v.'ith  withes,  and  then  fastened 
.  his  aucles  to^elh^-r  in  tlic  same  marmer,  and  laid  hi-n  thus  '"ound  irs 
the  small  room,  while  they  built  a  fire  in  the  larger  one,  and  coiii- 
raeiiced  a  consultation  concerning  the  disposilion  of  him.  Staring, 
though  unable  to  speak  the  Indian  language,  was  sufiicienlly  ac- 
quainted with  it  to  understand  their  deliberatioJis,,  and  he  lay  li:^ten- 
ing  intenlly  to  their  conversation.    The  ^vho]e  party  were  unani- 
mous in  the  decision  that  he  must  be  put  to  death,  but  the  manner 
of  doing  this  in  the  way  best  calculated  to  make  the  white  warrior 
cry  like  a  cowardly  squaw,  was  a  qu'estioii  of  high  importance,  and 
one  which  it  recpfired  a  good  deal  of  deliberation  to  settle  satisfac- 
torily to  all  his  captors.    At  length,  however,  it  was  agreed  that  he 
should  he  burned  alive  on  the  following  morning,  and  preparalio.is 
".verc  accordingly  made  for  the  .diabolical  snorts  of  a  savage  auto  da 
fc.    Dujiiig  the  dehl'Ciati'>ni  tlie  horrible  fate  that  av.ai'ed  hin-i  ^:ug* 
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g'-ested  to  Colonel  Staring  the  question  of  the  possibility  of  an 
escape.    As  he.  loy  on  the  ground  in  the  wigwam,  he  could  see  the 
window  1.  have  spoken  of,  and  he  determined  to  make  an  cfibrt  to 
release  hiniself  from  the  wilhes  which  bound  him,  and  endeavor  to 
eflect  a  passage  th.i.  onghit  without  alarming  his  savage  keepers. 
Before  they  had  sunk  to  re.st,  he  Iiaci  so  far  succeeded  as  to  release 
one  of  his  hands  from  its  fastenings  suliiciently  lo  enable  him  to 
slip  liis  wrist  from  it.    On  finding  that  he  could  do  this,  he  feigned 
sleep  ;  and  when  the  Indians  came  in  to  examine  and  see  if  all  was 
safe,  they  retired  exulting  with  a  fiend-like  sneer,  that  their  victim 
was  sleeping  his  last  sleep.    They  then  all  laid  down  on  the  ground 
in  the  larger  room,  to  go  to  sleep.    Staring  waited  until  all  had  for 
a  loiig  time  become  quiet,  when,  slipping  his  hand  from  the  withes, 
he  was  enabled  silently  to  release  his  ancles,  and  by  climbing  up 
the  sldu  of  the  house  by  the  aid  of  the  logs,  to  escape  from  the 
window  without  creating  an  alarm,    in  the  attempt,  and  while  re- 
leasing his  ancles  from  the  withes,  he  had  necessarily  talcen  ofi' his 
shoes,  and  had  forgotten  to  secme  tftem  with  hirii.     He  w-as  now 
outside  of  the  wigwam,  baretoot,  at  a  distance  of  five  and  twenty 
miles  from  his  home,  without  a  guide  or  a  'path,  hungry,  and  in  a 
frosty  night  in  November,  and  with  a  band  of  enemies  seeking  his 
heart's  blood  lying  ready  to  spring  upon  him.    But  he  was  once 
more  free  from  their  clench,,  and  this  one  thought  was  nerve,  and 
strength  and  food — was  itll  he  needed  to  call  into  action  hir.  every 
power,    lie  stole  with  cautious  silence  from  tlic  wigwam,  directing 
his  course  towi^rd  the  creek,  arid  increasing  his  gait  as  he  left  his 
captors  and  got  beyond  the  danger  of  alariaijig  them.    He  had 
o-ot  about  half  v.  a\'  to  t'ne  creek,  and  had  bf-i^un  to  flatter  himself 
that  his  whole  escape  was  accomplished,  when  he  heard  a  shout 
from  the  wigwam,  and  ii'imediately  the  ])ark  of  the  Indian  dogs  in 
pursuit.    He  then  plunged  on  at  the  top  of  his  speed,  and  knowing 
that  while  on  the  land,  the  dogs  would  ibllov/  on  his  (rack,  in  order 
to  bafde  their  pursuit,  as  soon  as  he  reached  the  creek,  he  jumped 
in,  and  ran  down  stream  in  tho  channel.    For  some  time  he  heard 
ihc  sl'outs  ofhis  late  masters,  and  the  baying  of  their  hounds  in  the 
oursuit ;  and  nov/  that  he  ha.'  reached  tlie  water  where  tl^eir  dogs 
could  iiot  track  h.im,  ho  laughed  out-right  as  he  run,  in  thinking  of 
the  disappointment  they  would  feel  when  they  arrived  at  the  bank. 
The  fear  of  the  f  ig^jtand  ail  its  accomoanyirsg  tortures,  furnjshed 
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n  siimulas  to  every  muscle,  and  he  urged  on  his  flight  until  he  heard 
no  liiorc  of  his  enemies,  and  became  satisfied  that  they  had  given 
up  their  pursuit.  He  deemed  it  prudent,  however,  to  continue  his 
course  in  the  bed  ot^  the  creek,  until  he  should  reach  a  path  which 
led  from  Oneida  to  old  Fort  Schuyler — a  mud  fort,  built  on  the 
present  site  of  this  city  during  the  French  war,  and  which  was  sit- 
uated between  Main  street  and  the  banks  of  the  river,  a  little  east- 
ward of  Second  ctreet.  The  path  crossed  the  Oriskany  about  half 
0  mile  westv/ard  of  where  the  village  of  Clinton  now  stands.  Ke 
then  took  this  })ath  and  pursued  his  course.  I  have  mentioned  that 
in  his  haste  to  escape,  he  forgot  his  shoes.  He  had  on  a'^pair  of 
wool  stockings,  but  in  running  on  the  gravel  in  the  creek,  they  soon 
became  worn  out,  and  the  sharp  pebbles  cut  his  feet.  In  this  dit- 
ficuUy  he  bethouglit  huii  of  a  substitute  tor  shoes,  in  the  coat  he 
wore,  vv'hich,  fortunately,  was  made  of  a  thick  heavy  serge.  He 
cut  off  the  sleeves  of  this  at  his  elbows,  and  drev/  them  upon  his 
feet,  and  tiius  protected  them  from  injury.  But  he  used  to  say  he 
soon  found  this  v/as  jobbing  Pcler  to  pay  Paul,  for  in  the  severity 
of  the  night,  his  arms  became  chilled  and  rdmost  frozen.  He 
reached  the  landing  at  this  place  just  in  the  gray  dawn  of  the  morn- 
ing, and  cautiously  reconnoiteringin  order  to  ascertain  wliether  any 
one  was  it\  the  fort,  which  was  frequently  used  as  a  camp  ground, 
he  satisfied  himself  that  no  one  was  in  the  neighborhood;  In  do- 
ing this  he  fortunately  discovered  a  canoe  which  had  floated  down 
the  stream  and  lodged  in  the  Vv  illovvs  which  grew  on  the  edge  of  the 
bank.  He  instantly  took  possession  of  it,  and  by  a  vigorous  use 
of  the  paddles,  with  the  aid  of  the  current,  succeeded  in  reaching 
bis  home  v,'ith  his  little  bark  in  ihc  nnddle  of  the  forenoon. 

In  my  former  lecture,  I  meni.ioned  the  fact  that  the  whole  of  the 
Slate  westward  of  a  line  drawn  through  the  western  boundary  of 
Schenectady  county,  previous  to  and  during  the  revolutionary  war, 
constituted  the  county  of  Tryon,  being  named  in  honor  of  Governor 
Tryon,  the  last  colonial  Governor  of  New  York.  The  name  of  a 
royalist,  however,  sounding  harsh  to  American  ears,  immediately 
after  the  war,  the  legislature,  by  an  act  passed  in  April,  17S4, 
chaniied  its  name  to  Montgomery,  in  honor  of  the  memory  of  Gen. 
Richard  Montgomery,  wiio  fell  in  the  attack  on  Quebec.  The 
county  continued  to  retain  all  its  territory  until  in  }7S9,  whaii  the 
emigration  from  iho  older  parts  of  the  country  had  .so  inereQ.^ed 
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the  population  in  the  western  portion  of  the  State,  that  tho  county  of 
Ontaiio  was  erected,  comprebendiLg  vM  the  tcirilory  lyin^-  v;cst  of 
a  lino  drawii  from  the  vsontheast  corner  of  the  present  county  of 
Seneca  northward  to  the  Lake  Ontario. 

On  the  16th  of  February,  1791,  the  county  of  Monti^omery  was 
still  further  divided,  and  the  counties  of  Tioga,  Otsego  and  Herki- 
nner  formed  ;  the  county  of  Herkimer,  comprising  all  the  territory 
lyirsg  betw^-^en  the  present  counties  of  Montgomery  and  Oswego 
on  the  east,  and  the  Cayuga  Lake  on  the  west,  and  bounded  north- 
cily  and  southerly  by  the  north  and  south  boundaries  of  the  State.  • 
By  the  act  erecting  the  co  inty  it  was  provided,  that  a  colu  t  of  com- 
mon picas  and  general  sessioiis  should  be  held  in  the  county  twice 
in  each  year,  and  at  the  Church  in  Herkimer,  until  other  legislative 
provisions  shouhi  bo  Diad.3  concerning  the  matter.  Another  pro- 
vision of  th's  act  se'?nis,  to  the  observer  of  the  present  day,  very  re- 
iTjarkablo,  and  shows  as  strikingly  as  any  other  fi.ct,  the  rapidity 
v/iti!  v.  hicii  o'jr  country  has  sprung  from  its  first  beginnings  to  its 
present  condition,  it  was  enacted,  that  it  should  not  be  the  duly 
of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  hold  a  Circuit  Coun  once 
in  each  year,  in  either  of  the  three  new  counties  then  formed,  unless 
in  their  judgment,  tliey  should  deem  it  proper  and  necessary.  •  No 
conrt  in  a  territory  now  constituting  the  greater  portion  of  four  ju- 
dicial circuits,  and  furnishing  sutlicient  business  for  sixty  circuit 
courts  in  each  year,  besides  nearly  one  hundred  and  twenty  terms 
of  courts  of  cotnmoii  pleas,  and  sixteen  of  the  court  of  chancery! 

In  organizing  tliO  coui  t  of  coii^iVion  })h-v:;s  for  Ilerkirner  county. 
Colonel  Staring  was  appointed  its  first  Judge.  It  is  not  supposed 
nor  pretended,  that  any  peculiar  quallEicaiions  or  fitness  for  the  of- 
fice, recommended  hun  for  the  appointmeiit.  His  honest  and 
strong,  but  uncultivated  mind,  had  never  been  schooled  to  threading 
the  mazes  of  legal  science :  nu'd  indeed,  he  had  enjoyed  few  of 
even  the  most  common  advantages  of  education.  15 ut  he  pos- 
.sessed  the  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens  for  bis  sterling  integ- 
rity, strong  common  sense,  and  tried  and  approved  patriotism  ; 
and  these  qualifications  v,'e'-e  regarded  by  the  veneraL>le  George 
CInUon,  thjn  Goverjior  of  the  State,  as  su'Hcient  to  warrant  his  ap- 
point-ncnt  lo  the  ofilcc  ;  and  in  forming  our  opinion  of  the  appoint- 
ment, wc  should  take  into  consideration  the  fact,  that  at  that  period 
in  t!;o  liistory  of  this  Stale,  there  wa.-3  scarcely  to  Ic  found  a  court 


28 


of  com;noii  pleas  whicli  could  boast  a  lawyer  in  ils  catalogue  of 
jiidi^e^.     The  j'id:i;eo  of  ihes')  tribunals  v/cro  alnsost  wiiliout  ex- 
ception, taken  from  tho  rospectable  larmer-s  arid  irieclmnics  of  the 
land,  and  were  men  who  nindc  no  preiension^  to  a  knowledge  oFthe 
artificial  rides  wliieh  .go  to  make  up  what  ^ve  professional  gentle- 
men are  wont  to  call  tiie  perfection  of  reason  ;   hut  who  decided 
the  questions  coniing  before  thcni  by  the  plaiii  principles  of  common 
sense,  and  their  own  views  of  right  and  w'rong.    And  it  is  no  dis- 
paragement to  tb.e  fair  fame  of  the  courts  of  common  picas  of  that 
day  to  assert,  that  that  in  \yhirh  Judge  Staring  presided,  was  in  no 
respect  inferior  to  its  sister  tribunals.   And  I  hnve  the  authority  of  a 
lawyer  once  holding  a  distingiiii'ied  rank  at  the  bar  of  this  State, 
and  whose  partialities,  all  whf  remember  him  ^vili  bear  nu;  witness, 
betrayed,  at  least,  no  especial  leardng  to  the  Dulch,  I  mean  the  late 
ihastus  Ciaik,  in  the  opinion,  that  for  strength  of  mind,  corrcctnc:-;s 
of  judgment,  and  unOincbing  integrity,  lie  never  knew  a  man  who, 
with  so  liniiied  an  education,  in  the  station  which  ho  held,  could 
have  been  regarded  his  superior.    A  great  many  anecdotes  illus- 
trative of  his  simplicity  of  character  are  related,    1  will  nierely 
revert  to  one  wcl!  known  to  many  of  my  iieurers.    Under  tho  in- 
solvent lav»s  of  the  day,  a  debtor  could  mak'c  an  application  to  a 
judge  of  the  couniy  courts  for  a  discharge  from  his  debts,  upon 
making  an  assignment  of  all  his  property.    One  day  an  unfortunate 
debtor  applied  to  him  to  obtain  *he  relief  aOorded  by  the  sfalute, 
and  having  prepared  and  duly  executed  liis  assignment,  waited  tlie 
sin:nnturc  of  the  judge  to  p'orfect  his  discharge.     VVell,  said  he, 
have  you  got  all  things  ready.    \  es,  replied  the  debtor  ;  every 
thing  is  prf  pared — all  you  liavo  to  do  is  to  ssgn  my  discharge. 
Yery  well,  said  the  judge,  have  you  paid  all  your  debts?    0  no, 
said  the  debtor;  if!  had  1.  should  not  ap|)ly  for  the  benefit  of  tho 
statute.     Bui,  replied  the  judge,  1  can't  sign  tiiojiaper  til!  you  have 
paid  all  your  debts  :  }  ou  nu.ist  pay  your  debts  first.     Upon  tlsis 
point  he  was  inexorable,  and  the  applicant  was  forced  to  seek  clse- 
vvhere  the  relief  ho  desired. 

On  Iho  lOd)  of  January,  1793,  an  act  was  passed  authorising 
every  alternate  Icrm  of  the  court  of  common  picas  of  jferkim(?r 
county  to  be  held  at  such  place  in  ^Vhitcstown,  as  should  by  the 
courts  be  directed  by  orders  to  be  entered  in  the  minutes.  Tlic  Hrst 
court  held  in  ibis  coiiuty  undor  this  [irovi..ion  was  held  in  a  barn,  sa 
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New  Hartford,  beloniring:  io  the  late  Judge  Sanger,  (Now  Ilariford 
tljen  forininc,  a  ivartoffhc  tov.n  of  Whitestown,)  in  the  inontli  ofDcto  ■ 
her,  in  the  year  1793,  ,"!ud:'e  Starini""  presidium:,  nnd  the  late  Jifdp;e 
Piatt,  t])en  clorl-;  '^f  t!io  coiiiity  of  Oneida,  otijciatin^-  as  clerk.  Tlje 
sherifTof  HeHsin^pr  county  at'thatday  was  aCohjnel  Colbraitii — ar) 
Irlsliman,  who,  in  the  war,  had  done  soirio  service  to  his  adopted 
country,  and  had  acquired  his  title  as  a  rniiitia  ofiiccr  since  the 
peace.    His  education  hod  not  been  conducted  with  es[)ecial  ref- 
erence to  tlie  usag-eE!  of  what  is  technically  called  good  society  ;  and 
indeed,  his  manners  bore  unequivocal  evidence  that  they  oriirinatcd 
from  a  native  mine  of  gcnuiric  good  humor  and  a  most  c.u'»uciou? 
soul,  rather  than  frotii  the  aibitrnry  rules  of  a  professor  of  poHto 
breeding.    A  <ientlen]i[in  v,i«a  attended' the  court  as  a  spectator,  in- 
formed me,  lliat  the  d^y  war:  one  of  the  damp,  chilly  days  v;e  fre-  . 
quen-lly  have  i^j  Oclol:-^r,  :ind  >hal  in  t'le  aftf-rrioon  and  when  it  was 
nearly  night,  in  order  to  comfort  themselves  in  their  by  no  means 
very  well  appointed  court  room,  and  to  kee[>  tlseir  vita!  blood  at  a 
temperature  at  which  it  would  continue  to  circulate,  some  of  the 
gentleman  of  the  bar  liuu  induced  die  sheriff  to  procuj'o  fiom  a 
neighboring  inn,  a  j'.ig  of  spirits.    This,  it  must  be  remembered, 
was  before  the  invention  of  temperance  societies,  and  we  may  not, 
therefore,  pass  too  hasty  an  opinion  upon  the  propriety  of  the  meas- 
ure.   Upon  the  jug  apr-eoring  in  court,  it  was  passed  around  the 
bar  table,  and  each  of  traj  learned  counsellors  in  his  turn  upraised 
the  ele::ant  vessel  and  decanted  into  his  mouth,  by  the  simplest  pro- 
cess iai::'ginal)lo,  so  nsuch  as  he  deemed  a  suflicicnt  dnse  of  ilio 
delicious  liuid.    While  tl;e  operation  v.as  going  on,  llie  digniiaries 
on  the  bench,  who  wore  no  dordjt,  su'lering  qni'e  as  much  f.vm  the 
chilliness  of  the  weather  as  their  brethren  of  tlje  bar,  Jiad  a  Jiftic 
consultation,  when  Iho  n:;:l  =U;dge  announced  to  the  audience  ihat 
the  court  saw  no  rcnson  v;hy  they  shouhJ  continrse  to  hold  open 
there  any  longer  and  freeze  to  death,  and  desired  the  crier  forth- 
with to  adjourn  the  court,    jUTerc,  h.owever,  this  functionary  could 
commence  witli  a  :  ingie — "  Hear  ye,"  Colonel  Colbraith  jurriped 
up,  catching  as  lie  ro.-^e,  the  jug  from  ihe  lawyer  v»dio  was  compli. 
menting  its  contctits,  aiid  holding  it  up  towards  the  bench,  hasliiv 
ejaculated — Oh  no,  no,  luj,  Judge — don't  adjourn  yet — take  n  lit- 
th'j  gin,  Judge — that  villkocji  you  vrarm — 'tant  time  to  adjourn 
yel and  suiiifig  the  action  to  the  ^v•ord,  lie  handed  ilis  Honor 
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the  jug.  It  appeared  that  there  was  force  in  the  Shcri.ff'fi  advice: 
for  tliy  order  to  adjourn  was  revoked,  and  the  business  werU  on. 

Judge  Staiin!:;  continued  in  o/Tice  uniil  after  the  erection  of 
Oneida  county,  and  finally  resigned  his  office  shortly  after  that 
event.  His  death  took  place  after  the  year  ISOO,  but  at  v.l'at  pre- 
cise period  I  have  been  u[)able  to  learn. 

In  my  forn}er  lecture,  i  incidentally  iTientioned  the  settlement  of 
Whitestown  in  the  year  J.7S4.  I  should,  hov/ever,  remark  that 
some  years  previous  t^vo  nion,  named  Koof  and  Erodock,  from  the 
German  Flatts,  had  e^itablishcd  themselves  Avith  their  familie5j  at 
the  landing  place  on  the  I^Iohawk,  in  the  vicinity  of  fort- Btanwix, 
and  gained  a  livelihood  l>y  assisting  in  tlic  ti-ansportntion  of  the 
goods  destined  for  the  Indian  trade,  across  the  carrying  place  from 
the  river  to  Wood  Crock.  They  held  no  title  to  their  lands,  but 
occupied  ihem  under  a  contract  for  tht- ir  purchase  I'rom  Oliver  De- 
lancy,  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Oriskany  patent,  who  was  af- 
terwards attaijiled  of  treason  as  an  adherent  to  the  enemy.  This 
little  out  post  was,  however,  broken  up  durhjg  the  war,  but  after  the 
return  of  peace,  the  settlers  returned  and  took  up  their  residence 
in  their  former  home.  This  was,  in  fact,  the  fust  white  settlement 
in  central  Ne\y  York ;  but  the  great  work  of  coloniziiig  this  re- 
gion, and  conveiting  the  v./ilderness  into  a  garden,  can  hardly  be 
said  to  have  been  commenced  by  these  early  emigrants.  The  pio- 
neer iu  this  enterprise,  and  he  who  led  the  way  for  the  sons  of  the 
pilgrims  into  the  as  yet  uiibroken  forest,  was  the  late  Hugh  ^Vhite. 
IrA  tins  indi\  idual  were  combined  many  striking  trails  of  character, 
eminently  calculated  to  fit  him  for  the  post  he  occupied.  Possess- 
ing; an  lii^comraon  vigoi  of  iutenect,  ai^  ai don!:  spirit  of  enterprise, 
an  intrepidity  and  energy  that  is  rarely  to  be  met  with,  and  a  per- 
severance  and  devotion  to  his  purpose  t'nat  regarded  no  obstacle  as 
insurmountable,  few  men  could  have  con^pared  with  him,  in  the 
proper  endowments  of  the  frontier  settler.  His  native  place  was 
jMiddlclown,  Connecticut^  where  he  had  all  his  life  resided  up  to  the 
period  of  his  emigration.  He  had  then  attained  the  age  of  61 
years.  Immediately  after  the  war,  hs  had  by  purchase,  become 
one  of  the  proprietors  of  Sadaquada  Patent,  and  held  it  jointly 
with  Zepbaniah  Plait,  the  fiithcr  of  the  iote  Judge  Piatt,  Ezra  L'- 
Hommedieu  and  Mclancthon  Smith.  By  an  arrangement  between 
the  propri<^tors;  it  was  agreed  that  ihcy  should  meet  at  the  land  in 
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the  summer  of  17S4,  and  make  a  rurvey  and  partition  of  ;  He 
determ-ned  at  oncf;  to  make     hiS  bone,  and  accordingly.in  the 
month  of  Mny  of  that  year,  he  lef':  his  native  place,  accoJpanied 
by  his  four  sons,      of  ^vhom  had  arrived  at  manhood,  %  iiughter 
and  daughter-irs'  lavv.    The  party  made  passage  by  walcrto  VIbany, 
there  crossed  the  carrying  phice  to  Schenectady,  and  :)romn«.^  a 
baticau,  ascended  the  Mohawk.    In  the  month  of  June  ;l"oy  arrived 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Sauquoit  Creek.    They  there  erected  h  shanty 
for  their  temporary  accommodation,  while  surveying  aad  dividing 
the  lands.    This  being  done,  the  omiors  drew  for  t'leir  several 
shares,  and  the  lot  v^'hich  fell  to  Jud[,^e  Vv  hits  being  a1  'iiicrval  land, 
he  purchased  of  Smith  the  lot  drav/n  by  him  in  its  -car,  which  ex- 
tended to  the  soulh  Viae  of  the  patent  upon  the  hil.    The  v.  hole 
constituted  fifteen  hundred  acres,  comprehending  a1  the  land  lying 
on  both  sides  of  the  SauqUxUt  Creek:  i'som  the  corner  fcrmed  by 
the  road  leading  to  die  Oneida  Factory,  to  that  at  Berry's  ir.  Whites- 
boro,  and  extending  from  the  bank  of  the  Mohawk  haci  on  the 
hiils  more  than  a  mile  southward  frotn  the  latter  villa2;c.    Upon  ob- 
taining the  partition,  he  at  once  priiceeded  to  the  erection  of  a  log 
bouse.    A  site  was  soon  fixed  upon  on  the  bank  "wh'ch  forms  the 
eastern  boundary  of  the  village  green  in  "tVhiteshoro,  and  about  six 
rods  from  the  loft  side  of  the  road  as  you  rise  the  br.nk  on  enleririg 
the  village.    Tbis  was  just  on  the  right  hand  of  the  Indian  path 
which  led  from  old  fcrt  Schuyler,  the  site  of  our  city,  tc  fort  Stan- 
wix,  and  v.'liioh  path  .«oon  beceme,  and  for  several  years  continued 
to  be,  the  only  road  betv/een  the  two  points.     I'Ijc  houf^e  was 
erected,  and  he  remained  there  witii  his  sons  until  '.Le  winter,  cut- 
ting away  the  forest,  and  iuaking  }'r;  pciralloas  for  the  operatioiis  of 
the  ensuing  season.  In  the  January  succeeding,  he  returned  to  Con- 
necticut and  brought  his  wife  and  the  remainder  of  his  family.  At 
this  time,  v»'e  can  wiui  difiiculty  estimate  the  trials,  and  perplexities, 
and  privations  which  the  new  settler  had  then  :o  encounter.  The 
various  inventions  contrived  within  the  last  half  century  to  reueve 
the  inconvenieiicies,  and  provide  for  the  comfort  of  those  who  go 
forth  into  the  wilderness,  have  rendered  er.ugration  to  a  new  and. 
uncultivated  and.  uidnhahited  country,  a  m.atter  of  comparatively 
little  hardsiu}>  i  and  we  now  bid  farev/ell  to  the  fr'end  bound  with 
hisfanu-ly  to  the  distant  fields  of  the  fyr  west,  and  expecting  to  plant 
his  stand.-rd  scores  of  niilcs  beyond  ih-e  smoke  of  any  neighbor'.^ 
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cottage,  nd  many  luiiidieds,  and  eveii  thousand?,  frppi  the  homo  of 
his  chddood  and  llio  iaces  which  are  lamiliar  to  him,  very  much  as 
wc  cxcbage  sulutaiions  with  our  neighbor,  who  is  leaving  his  honvj 
on  a  visthr  a  week. 

At  ths  [eriod,  the  ludiaii  titio  had  not  been  cxlingiii>hed  to  any 
{portion  jf  tie  coutitry  westward  of  the  line  of  property,  running 
IVora  a  point  near  the  northwest  corner  of  the  town  of  j3ridg<3water 
noribwe^ter^y  o  a  point  on  IVood  Creek  four  or  five  mik^s  west  of 
Rome,  and  forning  the  western  boundary  of  Coxe's  Patent,  as  hiid 
down  on  ti  e  nnps  of  the  county.  Most  of  the  Oneidas,  it  was 
known,  haa,  i'rin!;';  the  war  which  v/as  just  terminated,  maintained 
their  professions  of  friendship  for  th.o  Americans  in  a  consistent  and 
honorable  niannir.  But  the  fact  v/as  well  understood,  that  their 
confederate  tribts  in  the  Six  Nations  still  felt  the  smart  of  the  blow 
inflicted  upon  liijni  nvp  years  before,  in  the  expedition  made  into 
their  courtry  by  "ho  crray  under  General  Sullivan,  and  secretly  de- 
sired an  oppor'iuaicy  to  take  vena^eaiice  upon  the  countrymen  of 
those  who  then  chastised  them.  This  rendered  his  position  that 
of  a  frontier  seitler,  ctr.d  rev^uircd  of  him  the  exercise  of  much  pru- 
dence and  sagacity  in  bis  intercourse  with  his  neighbors.  Ho  soon 
acquired  dieir  good  svill,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  inspire  them 
with  very  exalted  ideas  of  his  character  and  prowess.  For  many 
years  after  his  arrival  at  Vt'hitestowii,  quite  a  cumber  of  the  Onei- 
das resided  at  Orlskany,  and  an  Indian  clearing  of  over  two  hun- 
dred acres,  now  furmiiig  a  part  of  tiie  ktrms  known  as  tlie  "  Green 
Farsns,''  haobcen  fornicd  there  long  anterior  to  the  Rovolulionary 
War.  His  inteicourse  with  this  litll«  settlement  was  snarked  by  an 
incident  which  ll'ustralcs  the  ieehng  that  was  enicrtained  for  him 
by  its  inhabitants.  An  old  chief,  named  Han  Yerry,  who,  during 
tlic  war,  had  acted  with  the  royal  party,  and  now  re-.id'^d  at  Oris- 
kany  in  a  lo^  wigwim  which  stood  on  this  ^ide  of  the  crce'v,  just 
back  of  the  house,  u.ilil  recently,  occupied  by  IVlr.  Charles  Green, 
one  day  called  at  Judge  White's  widi  liis  wife  and  a  mulatto 
woman  who  beloni;ed  to  him,  and  vvho  acted  as  his  mierpretcr. 
After  conversing  with  him  a  iitilo  while,  the  Indian  asked  him— 
Arc  you  my  fricr.d  1  Yes,  said  he.  VVeli,  then,  said  ti\c  Indian, 
do  you  believe  I  am  your  friend  ?  Yes,  Han  Yerry,  replied  he*;  i 
behevo  you  arc.  The  Indian  then  reioined— 'Well,  if  you  are  my 
friend,  and  you  behcso  (  am  your  friend,  I  will  tell  you  what  i 
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wbrtt  is  it  that  you  want  ?  :iaid  I\Ir.  V^bite.  The  Indian  then  pointed 
to  a  little  grand  child,  the  daughter  of  one  of  his  sons,  then  be- 
tweeii  two  and  three  years  old,  and  said, — my  snuaw  wants  lo  take 
this  pappoose  home  with  us  to  stay  one  ni;^ht,  and  bring  her  homo 
to-morrow  :  if  you  are  my  friend,  you  U'iil  now  show  me.  The 
feeUngs  of  the  <;;raud-fatlier  at  once  uprose  in  his  bosom,  and  the 
child's  mother  started  with  horror  and  aiarni  at  the  thouiiht  of  en- 
trusting her  darhng  prattler  with  the  rude  tenants  of  the  forest. 
The  question  was  fall  of  iutere.^t.  On  the  one  hai5d,  the  necessity 
of  placing  uiiUmited  confidence  \n  the  savage,  and  efitrusting  the 
welfare  and  the  hfe  of  his  grand-child  with  him  ;  on  the  other,  the 
certain  enmity  of  a  n^an  of  intluence  and  consequence  in  his  na- 
tion, and  one  \yho  had  been  the  open  enemy  of  his  countrymen  in 
their  recent  Siru^.'gh:;.  "But  he  made  tiic  decision  with  a  sa^^acity 
that  bdiowed  that  he  properly  estimated  th.e  character  of  the  person 
iie  was  dealing  with.  He  believed  that  by  placing  implicit  confi- 
dence in  hira,  he  should  command  the  sense  of  honor  which  seems 
peculir\r  to  the  uncontaminated  Indian.  He  told  him  to  take  the 
child;  and  as  the  mother,  scarcely  sutTering  it  to  be  parted  from 
her,  relniqulshed  it  into  the  hands  of  the  old  man's  wifcj  he  soothed 
her  tears  with  his  assurances  of  contldence  in  their  promises.  That 
night,  however,  was  a  long  one  ;  and  during  the  v.-hole  of  the  next 
morning  many  and  ofien  were  the  anxious  glances  cast  lip  the  path- 
v.'jy  leading  ffoai  O/  iskany,  if  j-oc-ib'.e,  to  discover  the  Indians  and 
their  little  chaige,  upon  their  return  lo  its  home.  But  no  Indians 
came  in  sight.  U  at  length  became  high  noon  :  all  a  mother's  fears 
v="8rG  aroused  :  she  coaul  scarcely  be  restrained  from  ru:^[iing  in 
pursuit  of  her  loved  one.  But  her  father  represented  to  her  the 
gross  indignity  v>-]>ich  a  suspicion  of  their  intentions  vrould  arouse 
in  the  breast  of  the  chief  ;  and  half  fi  anile  though  she  wus,  she  was 
restrained.  Tiie  afternoon  slovviy  wore  away,  and  still  nothing  was 
seen  of  her  child.  The  sun  had  nearly  reached  the  horizon,  and 
the  mother's  heart  had  swollen  beyond  further  endurance,  when  the 
forma  of  thy  friendly  chief  atid  his  v.  lfe,  bearing  upon  her  shoulders 
their  litile  visitor,  greeted  its  mother's  vision.  If  there  is  a  mother 
present  who  hears  my  tale,  she  can  tell  more  perfectly  than  I  can 
describe,  thiat  mothcr^^  feelings  as  she  clasped  the  little  one  once 
more  to  herbo.-o/o,  arul  felt  its  v, arm  huca't  pulsate  to  her  cn-n.  The 
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dress  which  the  child  had  worn  from  home  had  been  removed,  and 
in  its  place  its  hulian  friends  iiad  .siibsliluled  a  complete  suit  of  In- 
dian garments,  so  as  completely  to  metamorphose  it  iiito  a  little 
equa'.v.  The  sequel  of  this  adventure  wds  the  establishment  of  a 
most  ardent  attachuicut  and  regard  on  tlie  part  of  the  Indian  and 
his  friends  for  the  white  settlers.  'i'lre  child,  now  TJrs.  Eells  of 
Missouri,  the  widow  of  the  late  Txathaniel  Eells  of  AVhitesboro, 
still  rernemhcis  some  incidents  occurrit.'g  on  the  night  of  lier  stay 
in  the  v.  igvvam,  and  ihe  kindness  of  her  Indian  hostess. 

Another  anecdote  of  Judge  Wliite,  may  not  be  uninteresting  in 
this  connection.    An  Oneida  chief,  of  ralher  an  athletic- form,  was 
one  day  present  at  Ins  house  V/ilh  a  number  of  his  companions,  and 
at  length,  for  amusement,  the  party  commenced  wrestling.  After 
u  Jiumber  of  trials  ])ad  been  n^ade,  the  chief  came  forward  and 
challciiged  the  settler  to  a  clench  wifn  liim.    This  was  done  in  a 
manner,  and  v.ith  a  degree  of  braggadocio,  which  coisvinced  hiai, 
that  if  he  refused  to  encounter  bin)  it  \v'ouid  subject  hini  to  the  con- 
stant inconvenience  of  being  brow  bcalcn  by  tiie  Indian,  and  cost 
him  the  trouble  of  being  beueved  a  cov/a-d.    In  early  manhood 
ho  had  been  a  v/resiler,  but  he  had  now  become  quite  corpulent, 
and  for  years  unused  lo  any  atldctlc  feats.     He  felt  conscious,  hov/- 
ever,  of  great  personal  strength,  and  he  concluded,  that  even  should 
he  he  throvrn,  yet  as  a  choice  of  evils,  the  being  thrown  would  bo 
a  lesser  one  than  the  iicquiring  a  character  of  covv-ardice  by  declin- 
ins;.    He  therefore  accepted  the  challenge  and  took  hold  with  the 
Indian,  and  by  a  fortunate  trip,  succeeded  almost  instantly  in  throw- 
ing hirn.    As  he  saw  liim  falling,  in  order  to  prevent  the  necessity 
of  ever  making  anoiher  trial  of  his  po\v  cis,  and  of  receiving  any 
new  challenge,  he  contrived  to  fall  with  all  his  weight,  he  then  con- 
stituting an  "avoirdupois  of  some  250  lbs.,  and  as  heavily  as  possible, 
upon  the  Indian.     Th.e  weight,  for  an  instant,  drove  all  breath 
from  the  poor  fellow's  body  ;  and  it  was  some  moments  before  he 
could  get  up.    Atlengtiihe  slowly  arose,  shrugged  liis  sh.oulders 
with  an  emphatic— Ugh!  you  good  fellow,  too  much  I"    I  need 
not  add,  that  he  v;as  never  again  challenged  to  wrestle  v.dth  an  In- 
dian. 

1  have  remarked,  that  in  January,  1785,  Judge  White  brought 
his  whole  fan^ily  from  their  former  hoiuo  and  established  them  per- 
manently at  ^Vhitesburo.    In  four  ye-^rs  nuer  this,  he  erected  the 
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house  still  standing:  on  the  soullit^astern  corner  of  the  village  grcctt 
at  \\iiit0  9bcro,  an  1  continued  to  occnny  it  until  a  year  or  two  pre- 
vious to  his  death,  v/ho/i  'no  reniov'^d  to  the  house  ov.nod  by  him 
upon  the  hill,  at  the  junction  of  the  road  leading  from  IVhiiesboro 
to  Middle  SettleuTient  with  the  road  leading  from  this  city  past  the 
Burrstonc  Factory.  His  death  took  place  at  this  latter  residence, 
on  the  10th  of  April,  in  tlieyear  3  S12.  Immediately  on  the  organ- 
ization of  Ilerkinier  county,  he  was  appointed  one  of  its  Jndges,  and 
held  the  office  until  the  erection  of  this  county,  after  which,  for 
many  years,  he  performed  the  duties  of  the  same  office  in  this 
county. 

i  have  mentioned  that  the  early  settlcincnt  of  this  country  was 
-nitended  with  many  iiicouveniences  and  trials  of.wdiich  it  is  difilcult , 
for  us  no'.v  to  form  an  adequate  idea.  For  the  first  two  years  of 
Jud^;e  V/hite's  residence  at  AVhitesboiOj  tiiC  iiearcit  niih  v/as  silu- 
ated  at  Palatine,  f  distance  of  about  forty  miles.  Ti«.is  distance 
too.  it  must  he  borne  in  mind,  must  be  tiaversed  by  an  Indian  path 
perfectly  impassable  by  any  v^'heeled  carriage,  and  barely  permitting 
a  horse  to  thread  his  way  through  it.  And  I  have  often  heard  the 
early  settlers  of  this  county  speal:  of  having  carried  bags  of  grain 
upon  their^acks  this  distance  to  be  ground,  and  then  returning  with 
the  Hour  in  the  f  ame  jnanner.  In  17S3,  the  mill  situated  on  the 
Sauquoit,  on  the  road  to  Whitesboro,  now  called  Wetmore's  mill, 
v.'as  erected  by  him  and  the  late  Amos  jWetmore.  This  was  the 
first  grist  mill  in  the  vicinity.  -  ■  •  ^        • ; ' 

At  the  period  of  iiis  sctir:ment,  the  agricultural  operations  of  the 
few  inhabitants  scattered  along  thelvlohawk  valley,  from  Palatine- 
to  the  German  Fiatts,  had  n.ot  revived  after  the  suspensioii  caused 
by  the  border  war,  ',vhieh  liad  been  vv-;);red  upon  them  by  the  vvar 
parties  of  hostile  Indians,  v.-ho  v,'ere  frequently  making  incursions 
upon  them,  A  nd  for  several  years  the  whole  produce  of  the  country 
was  barely  sufficient  to  meet  the  detnand  created  by  the  emigration 
vvhich  immediately  follo^ved  tlie  beginning  made  by  Judge  White. 
The  want  of  animal  food,  for  the  firir^t  year,  was  severely  felt  by  the 
settlers.  The  war  had  exhausted  nearly  all  the  stock  of  cattle  and 
sheep  of  the  farnicrs  on  tl'O  Mohawk,  and  the  few  that  remnin.ed 
were  kept  v.-iih  peculiar  care  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the 
number,  and  supplying'  the  demand  for  stocking  their  f:n  ms  anew, 
so  as  to  render  domestic  animals  q-hte  too  valuable  to  be  killed  for 
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present  convenience.  ])uring  the  summer  of  J7S4,  the  stock  of 
meats  broiip:ht  with  them  furnished  them  an  nbundanco.  and  in  the 
succeeding  winter  thy  denumd  for  food  had  been  sunnh'cd  by  tho 
game  which  was  taken;  but  it  was  foreseen  that  during  the  next 
snmmer,  little  denendance  could  be  placed  upon  this  resource  by 
men  who  wished  to  devote  themselves  to  the  ciiUivation  of  the  soil. 
Ill  the  spring,  however,  the  quantities  of  pigeons  in  the  woods 
were  so  great  and  so  easily  taken,  as  to  .suggest  the  idea  of  pre- 
paring a  stock  of  summer  provisions  from  them.  With  this  view, 
they  took  great  numbers  of  them,  and  separating  the  breasts  from 
the  remainder  of  the  birds,  salted  them  and  laid  away  on-^  or  tv.'o 
barrels  of  this  singular  species  of  food.  This  answered  as  an 
apology  for  some  thing  hotter;  and  those  U'ho  ate  it  declare  that, 
although  not  so  palalaijle  as  some  dehcacies  that  niight  be  iiamed, 
yet  it  iasled  ne:u]y  as  vvell  as  the  salt  that  was  put  upon  it,  besides 
crjirying  the  idea  of  being  "  actual  meat  victuals"  to  boot.  These 
were  but  a  smali  specimen  of  a  thousand  utile  inconveniences  and 
perplexities  which  the  early  selliers  hnd  to  encounter.  Jjut  they 
v/ero  met  and  endured  with  a  good  nature  ar;d  a  disposition  to  make 
the  best  of  their  situation,  which  disarmed  them  of  half  their  sting. 
As  the  settlement  of  the  country  went  on,  they  gradually  disap- 
peared, while  their  memory,  for  many  a  year,  furni-,hcd  aniiisement 
and  fatisfliction,  and  the  theme  of  many  a  joyous  meeting  to  those 
who  had  endured  them. 

In  the  year  3  7S6,  ihe  settlement  of  Vrhitestown  had  so  far  in- 
creased, that  its  inhabitant?  formed  a  religious  society,  and  em- 
ployed as  a  minister,  the  Reverend  Doctor  Hillyer,  of  Orange, 
]!'sew  Jertt^r,  i;nd  organized  the  first  Preshyterion  ciun-ch  which 
had  been  formed  in  the  state  u-est  of  Albany.  Whitestowri  now 
began  to  occupy  a  consicierable  space  in  tlie  public  eye,  and  the 
emi'^ration  into  this  reirion  wento'.i  with  accelerated  vclocitv.  Id 
1786,  a  settlement  of  twenty  lamilies  was  made  at  Clinton.  The 
next  year  a  number  oi'  farnilies  planted  themselves  at  Nev,'  Hart- 
ford, and  in  1781,  churches  were  orgaruzed  in  both  these  settle- 
ments. In  ]March,  17SS,  less  than  four  years  after  the  landing  of 
Judge  ^Vhite  at  the  mouth  of  the  Sauquoit  Creek,  the  town  of 
Vvhite£tov.'n  v,-as  org;;nized,  with  limits  which  are  ratiier  astound- 
ing to  the  map  makers  of  the  present  day.,  IMontgomery  county,  it 
will  be  rec«dieclf'd,  comprehended  all  the  state  west  of  the  then 
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county  of  Aibany.  ^Vli■^^estow^  was  laid  off  by  a  line  crossing  tho 
IVlohav.kat  Vv'illiani  Cur.ninj^linpi's  house,  (a  small  log  cabin  whicl; 
Fioo'J  at  the  lower  end  of  Genesee  street,  u[>on  the  site  (.•ccn[)ie'J  uy 
t'le  Railroad  Depot,)  and  running  north  and  south  to  the  boundaries 
of  the  state,  and  comprehendit^g  al!  the  state  lying  westward, — a 
territory  which,  by  the  censufi  of  1885,  was  inhabited  by  more  than 
a  million  of  inhabitanf.s.  The  fir^t  town  meeting  was  held  at  a  barn 
then  owned  by  Needhain  TJaynard,  Ksquire,  situated  on  the  road 
leading  from  "Whitesboro  to  Middle  Settlement.  I  miry  here  re-- 
raark,  that  the  eastern  boundary  of  Vv  hiteslown  continued  at  tli'3 
same  point  until  the  erection  of  Oneida  county  eleveiiivears  after- 
wards, when  the  line  vras  thrown  eastward  to  the  present  liru?  of  the 
county,  in  order  that  the  whole  of  the  settlement  here  might  be  in- 
cluded ill  the  town  of  Whitestowa.,  The  poll  of  the  firsi  general 
election  for  the  tov/a  was  or.errcd  at  Cr^yuga,  tlien  adjourned  to  the 
present  village  of  Sauna  to  receive  the  vQies  of  some  settlers  who 
resided  there,  thence  to  Rome,  and  closed  llnally  at  VVhilestown. 
One  of  ih.e  inspectors  of  this  election  v;P:S  the  late  Erastus  Clark, 
then  a  resident  of  Clinton, 

During  the  same  year,  a  treaty  was  made  with  the  Oneidas  by 
Governor  Clinton,  Vvilliam  Fioyd,  Ezra  L'Hommedieu,  Richard 
Tarick,  Samuel  Jones;  Egbert  Benson  and  }?eter  Gansevoort,  Com- 
jnissioners  acting  on  behalf  of  the  State,  by  the  terms^of  which,  ibe 
ration  ceded  all  ilieir  lands  to  the  Stale,  receiving  back  from  it  by 
Avay  of  grant,  the  lands  reserved  by  thern  for  their  own  purposes, 
and  r  niong  other  rights,  the  riglit  of  fishing  in  the  waters  cf  Fish 
Creek  and  Oneida  Lake  forever.  By  this  treaty,  the  actual  sover- 
cigr^ty  of  the  Oncid'i3  foicver  ceas-d  ;  cud  iiisisad  of  remaipirsg  rn 
independent  nation,  exercising  their  o  wn  control  over  their  own  ter- 
ritory, they  became  tenants,  acknowledging  fcuity  to  the  stole  gov- 
ernment for  the  very  soil  which  tb')  God  of  nature  had  given  them, 
and  which  contained  the  ashes  of  generations  of  their  fathers.  The 
plea  of  necessity  is  made  in  excuse  for  m.any  of  our  dealings,  with 
the  red  men  of  our  country,  and  perhaps  it  may  in  this  instance  be 
urged,  that  the  welfare  of  this  then  savage  tribe  demanded  tliat  the 
power  of  controlling  them  by  the  force  of  the  white  iTien's  laws 
should  be  extended  over  th.em.  Bui  it  caiiuot  bo  denied,  that  the 
operation  of  the  treaty  upon  their  nation  could  not  have  been  com- 
pichcnded  by  tl^c  simple  and  un£Uspi:.iOJ3  arid  friendly  i:;j.iivc.?  of 
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the  forest,  when  it  was  proposed  to  llicm  on  tlie  part  of  t\\c,  state 
authorities;  and  iti^  idolm uful  to  reJl;c(,  that  in  this  case,  ncgo- 
tiations  and  the  sembhi.ncc  of  a  fair  bargain,  has  silently  been  made 
to  v/ork  for  the  Oncid;is  ths  same  result,  ^  Jiirli  open  and  unblushing 
wrong  and  violntioii  of  faith,  in  view  of  the  nation  and  the  world, 
has  elTected  for  (he  hapless  Cherokecs.  We  should  bear  this  in 
inind,  as  we  see  the  miserable  and  den;ra(]ed  victims  of  vice,  who 
occasionally  visit  our  streets,  bearing  the  name  and  inheriting  the 
blood  of  the  countrymen  of  Sconondoa  and  Plattcopf — a  name  that, 
while  it  struck  v.  ith  torror,  commanded  the  respect  of  all  v.dio  heard 
it ;— l)lood  that  the  chivalry  of  the  middle  ages;  might  have  Coveted 
for  its  characteristics  of  nobie  bearing.  I  say  M'e  should  bear  these 
Hicts  in  mind,  and  each  American  should,  by  his  syriipathy  and  Iiis 
-"fexertions,  do  all  in  his  pov.ov  to  piomoto  the  cfTorts  of  those  who 
are  engaged  in  the  busivjcss  of  introducing  cr.i  istianity  and  the  arts 
of  civilization  among  the  remnant  of  the  native  lords  of  ih.c  ^^ho!e 
American  soil,  who  still  exist  as  mere  mementos  of  their  former 
"veatness.  The  dealinfis  of  Providence  with  the  whole  Indian 
race,  have  been  very  my.-teiious,  and  to  iis,  unfathomable.  Tha 
history  of  the  world  furnislies  the  character  of  no  savage  people 
%vith  so  much  to  adndre  and  so  little  to  disapprove  as  theirs.  While 
{a}s::diood,  treachery,  gross  impurity  and  di^-gustiiig  and  soul-enslav- 
ing idolatry  in  its  ten  i)>>ousand  forms,  liave  characterised  the  savage 
of  every  other  portion  of  the  globe,  and  have  accompanied,  in  their 
irsarch  through  barbarism  tu  a  senu-ciNllization,  the  ancient  stales 
of  Ecypti  Assyria.  Grecco  nvid  I'omo,  and  the  various  empires 
of  India,  Burmah  and  China,  veiiljing  the  repulsive  picture  v/hic!i 
the  i^reat  Aposilc  to  tiie  G  entile  ■  gi-.  cs  of  man  Icit  to  the  workings 
of  his  reprobate  mind  and  uninPtuenccd  l)y  the  doctrines  of  cliris- 
tianity, — the  Indian,  whorever  found  uncontiiminated  by  the  vices  of 
civilization,  exemplifies  the  virtues  of  truth,  fidelity  and  chastity, 
and  is  found  the  aw  e-inspired  v.crshipper  of  one  great,  disembodied 

Spint,  the  creator,  governor  and  father  of  all  things.    Yet  we 

have  seen  the  grovelling  and  besotted  votaries  of  Brama,  tiie  sup- 
porters of  the  ten  thousand  deities  of  Greek  and  Roman  mythol- 
on-y  with  all  its  soul-polluiing  and  disgusting  orgies,  the  blood- 
stained worshippers  of  the  Ncrtherm,  and  the  Druidical  idolatries, 
borne  with  bv  the  hand  of  IVlercy  until,  upon  their  benighted  minds, 
a  nurer  li^ht  should  break  to  convert  hicn.  to  the  true  God  :  while 


39 

to  the  poor  Indian,  the  Star  of  Bcthlehein  has  hitherto  but  seemed 
u  taper  to  light  lii'n  lo  tbo  grave, — not  tlie  day-spring  fiom  on  high 
to  usher  in  a  glorious  morning,  hut  the  evening  inar  soon,  for  iiirn, 
to  set  in  darkness — the  blackness  of  oblivion. 

The  Oneidiif  secrn  destined  to  foliov/  in  the  footsieps  of  the 
thousands  of  tlieir  red  bretliren  who  luivc  disappeared  before  the 
march  of  the  vvbite  man,  like  the  dew  before  the  risen  sun.  And 
there  are  peculiar  features  in  tlie  circumstances  connected  Vv'ith 
their  history  v/hich  excite  a  most  melancholy,  heart-distressing  in- 
terest.   I  have  remarked,  that  the  Six  in ations  were  distinguished 
for  their  noble  traits  of  character  above  their  brethren,^  even  of  their 
own  noble  race  :  and  the  Oneidas  v/erc  particularly  regarded  as 
among  the  most  generous  of  the  confederation.    At  tlie  time  when 
the  confederation  consisted  of  hat  five  nations,  the  Mohawks,  Cnei- 
das,  Onondagas,  Cayngas  an^l  v:':jiieeas,  and  when,  alter  the  Tus- 
caroras,  tlien  cceupying  a  portion  of  'rirginia,  had  been  vanquished 
by  the  arms  of  tlio  colonist-^  in  ilij,  it  ^vas  concluded  to  adopt 
them  into  the  league,  the  Oneidas  gjve  them  a  home  upon  their 
possession,  and  at  the  time  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kirkland's  arrival  at 
Oneida,  and  for  several  years  afterv/ards,  they  occupied  a  territory 
lying  east  of  Oneida  and  composing  at  present  a  part  of  the  towns 
of  Yernoa  and  Ai-gusta.    Subsequently  to  ilie  war,  and  previous  to 
the  year  1795,  they  vrere  invited  by  the  Senecas  to  occupy  a  por- 
tion of  their  possessions,  and  took  leave  of  their  former  abode.  In 
17ST,  the  Oneidas  learning  the  condition  of  the  M.ohegan  and  Stock- 
brid'^c  Indians,  ar.d  ho-.v  Uicy  were  dwindliiig  froni  a  too  near  neigh- 
borhood to  the  whiles,  sent  a  delegation  to  invite  them  to  come  and 
make  their  homo  with  thcio,  and  generously  ceded  to  them  the  use 
of  the  lands  known  as  tlie  Lrotliei  town  and  New  Stockbiidge  tracts, 
for  so  long  a  period  as  they  should  choose  to  occupy  them.  Tiiis 
was  done  with  the  foiul  hope  that  here  might  be  a  sale  rcstu)g  place 
for  thetn  and  their  brethren,  to  grow  up  together  in  the  knov.ledgo 
end  the  arts  of  civihzation.     iiow  soon  tlmt  hope  withered  !  A 
generation  had  r^'Ot  passed  av^  ay — the  locks  of  those  who  in  man- 
hood had  welcomed  their  brethren  to  their  new  liome  had  not  wlii- 
lencd,  before  the  nation  saw  itself  degraded  and  polluted  with  the 
vices  of  the  white  man,  and  daily  sinking  and  disappearing  beneath 
their  inOnence,  wiili  no  hope  of  escape  but  that  afibrded  hy  a  remo- 
val from  the  neighborhood  of  their  seduetions.    The  more  thunght- 
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flit  of  lhd  hation,  thi^Tefare;  in  the  ycpr  1S20,  began  to  look  for  a 
new  land  where  they  nud  their  children  might  j^radually  acquire  the 
marincTs  and  habits  of  civilized  life,  awaj-  irorn  the  tenij)tal!ons  and 
evil  influence  of  those  ^,ho,  for  sordid  and  wicked  purposes,  sought 
to  corriipt  them.  A  purchase  was  nvdil-e.  by  them  of  "a  territory  at 
Green  Bay,  on  the  west  shore  of  Lake  Michigan,  for  all  who  chose 
to  remove  thither.  The  did  of  the  seliler  v/as  then  unheard  with- 
in five  hundred  mile.',  and  they  reasonably  hoped,  that  before  the 
accursed  thirst  of  gain  gho'.dd  have  driven  our  countrymen  lo  the 
fieigbbo^liood  cf  their  rctreatj  they  v.'ouid  have  grosvn  up  into  the 
early  manhood  of  civilization.  An  emigration  Ircni  the  nation  at 
once  commenced  ncd  has  continued  from  year  to  year,  until  fev/  of 
■file  enterprising  and  v.ordjy  remain  at  the  luicient  i-eat  of  their  fa- 
Ihms;  But  a  result  which  no  fear  foretold  has  befallen  them.  The 
while  man  h  again  upon  then), — his  vices  again  devastating  them* 
and  preparing  the  way  for  a  speedy  destruction.  The'  home  of 
their  adoption,  as  v/eli  as  the  home  of  tlieir  fathers,  must  bo  bidden 
•farewell,  nnd  a  new  asylum  found  ia  the  larthcr  regions  of  the  west. 
And  they  are  now  prep'eiring,  by  a  rchioval  to  a  distant  terri- 
tory in  Arkans-is,  to  moke  one  more  cfiort  to  transmit  to  their  child- 
ren, with  the  Dame  of  their  father?,  their  \'!r!ues,  and  under  circum- 
stances which  may  afToru  a  hope  that  their  l;un:l>le  begiunings  in  the 
arts  of  civilization  may  not  be  cius'licd  by  (he  approach  of  the  vicious 
iniluences  they  have  twice  fled  to  a\o:do  That  a  better  fate  await 
them  there>  who  will  not  pray?  and  }et  praying,  v/ho,  in  view  cf 
the  subject,  dare  to  hope?  The  spectacle  is  most  mourofuh  A 
people,  but  yesterday  opening  its  amis  to  receive  the  vanquished  to 
its  bosom—to  grant  an  asylum  to  the  hapless  and  the  homeless,  for 
whom  no  kindred  blood  pleaded— checrruiiy  parting  its  possessions 
to  the  remnants  of  raee^  once  its  eneaiies,  and  making  them  its 
'brelbren  and  its  children  : — to-day  separated  from  its  loved  home, 
a3  the  only  m^eans  to  eeparaic  its  sons  from  vice  and  anniijilation, 
and  occupying  a  distant  and  lar-ofTland, — and  preparing  to-rr.orrow, 
as  its  new  home  had  begu!i  to  be  associated  with  pleasant  rccoiiec- 
tions,  to  tear  itself  from  ii,  and  seek  in  the  still  farther  \vildcrness  a 
restinf  place  that  should  prove  an  asylum  ilom  the  seductions  and 
vices  which  environed  the  footsteps  of  ils  children.  They  who  had 
fed  and  clofhed  and  furnished  pleasant  homes  to  strangers  and  the 
oopresscd,  io  bocotno  tbcmselvci>  snangcrim  a  strange  land,  to  cs- 
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ca[)0  ine  miserabki  a'U/rnative  of  becofcing  outcasts  and  a  scolT  iiy 
their  own  ! 

In  April,  179S,  the  county  of  Oneida  was  e^rected,  comprehond- 
inf^  in  its  boundur.es  the  present  counties  of  Oneida,  St.  Lawrence,- 
Jefierson,  Lev/is  aud  Oswego.  The  fivct  court  held  after  its  erec- 
tion was  a  court  of  common  pleas.,  held  in  the  school  house  near 
Fort  Stanwix,  in  the  town  of  itome,  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  May, 
1799.  The  late  Jedediah  Sanr^^er,  of  i^iew  Hartford,  as  first  judge 
of  the  county,  presiding,  assisted  by  the  lute  David  Ostrom,  of  this  . 
city,  and  George  Jiimtington,  of  Koine,  judges,  and  th«j']ate  Judge 
Piatt  acting  ai;  clcrh.  The  first  cii  cuil  court  held  for  Oneida  county 
was  held  in  S&ptepjbcr  of  tl-e  same  year,  at  the  saniC  place,  the  lato 
Chancellor  La^^ing,  then  Chief  Justice  of  the  State,  presiding.-  ■ 
The  courts  contirraed  to  be  hold  at,  tiio  f  tme  school  house  in  Rome 
until  after  the  December  term  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  in 
1S07.  At  that  terni)  T  find  an  entry  setting  forth  that  the  court 
were  infornied  i'V  Charles  C.  Brodheiid,  l-iSquire^  ^heiiff^  that  the 
cfaol  at  "Whitestowji  had  been  completed,  and  thai  he  had  rcnioved 
the  prisoners  belooging  to  the  county  from  the  Ilerkiincr  county 
gaol,  and  that  they  were  now  confined  there.  The  court  thereupon 
made  an  order,  directing  the  next  session  to  be  held  at  the  school 
house  near  the  gaol  in  Whitestown,  and  from  that  period  one-half 
of  the  courts  of  ^on^-mon  plens  appear  to  have  been  lield  there,  and 
the  remainder  at  i'ornc.  /rhc  circuits  were,  liowever,  generally 
,  held  in  Whitesto\,n. 

In  connection  with  fui.-i  subject,  I  have  mentioned  the  name  of 
Jedediah  Sanger,  and  thn  space  ho  occupied  in  the  early  history  of 
the  county  demands  more  than  a  passing  notice,  l^'omiing  a  part 
of  the  first  colony  v,'hlch  planted  ihernsclve^  in  iho  village  of  Jsew 
Hartford,  an  active,  vigorous  and  enterprising  mind,  governed  arid 
controlled  by  unimpeachable  integr  ity,  &  a  high  sense  of  moral  obli- 
gation, placed  hirn  at  once  in  a  conspicuous  station  among  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  vicinity.  Immediately  after  his  establishment,  ho 
erected  a  grist  mill  on  tho  site  of  tlie  present  paper  mill  in  the  vil» 
lajzc  of  New  Hartfopj,  then  the  second  mill  established  in  the 
vicinity..  By  a  judicious  and  liberal  encouragement  to  emigrants, 
and  particularly  mechanics,  he  succeeded  in  building  up  a  village, 
which,  for  mauv  v,::.i-;  Conf^^ted  the  palm  of  «upcriori-y  and  in^- 
portanco  with  any  of  her  noighbors.  The  office  of  first  judge  of 
.  6  ' 
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Oiicidci  county  ho  cotitinued  to  bold  fiorr.  its  ortraiiizatjon  until  the 
year  iSlO.  He  several  times  occupie  ]  a  seat  in  the  X^egislature, 
and  in  the  various  ofuces  in  which  ho  was  culled  to  act,  served  with 
equal  credit  to  himseli  and  usefulness  to  the  community.  To  his 
benificence  the  Episcopal  Church  iii  New  Hartford  is  indebted  for 
a  valuable 'permanent  fund  to  aid  in  the  support  of  its  minister. 

The  Ketilement  t»f  Utica  commenced  at  an  early  period,  but  was 
not  prosecuted  v/ith  the  vigor  that  the  neighboring  settlements  were. 
VYhitestown  was  regarded  as  the  great  central  point  of  the  whole 
region  up  to  the  years  1793  or  1794.  At  this  period  quite  a  village 
had  grown  up  there,  while  Utica,  or  old  fort  Schuyler,  as  its  site  was 
then  called,  could  boast  of  but  three  houses.  About  this  lime  the 
public  attention  was  directed  to  Borae,  as  the  probable  future  me- 
tropolis of  the  State.  Its  local  po^itioti  lavoret!  the  idea.  It  occu- 
pied the  portage  oi  carrying  place  betv>'een  the  Mohawk  and  Wood 
Creek,  which  discharging  through  Oneida  Lake  into  Lake  Ontario, 
formed  a  channel  of  connnunicafion  betVr'een  tlic  Jiudson  and  the 
whole  chain  of  vve:UerD  Lakes.  The  connecting  the  two  streafns 
by  a  navigable  canai,  which  was  projected  at  a  very  early  day,  and 
was  accomplished  by  the  Western  Inland  Lock  Navigation  Com- 
pany, wliich  was  chartered  in  1792,  encouraged  the  belief,  that  that 
site  must  become  the  focus  of  the  buiiness  of  the  country.  And 
for  several  years  the  growth  of  Rome  warranted  jhe  expectation. 
The  location  of  the  Seneca  turnpike  road  first  operated  to  change 
the  current  of  business  and  divert  it  to  this  location.  This  event 
took  j>lace  in  the  year  ISOO,  and  the  crossing  cf  the  iuver  at  this 
point  rendered  it  immediately  important  as  a  place  of  deposile  and. 
of  trade.  A  steady  and  healthful  growth  ensued,  and  the  aid  and 
influence  of  enlightened  and  enterprising  oien  in  the  various  v/alks 
of  lit'e,  contributed  \  ery  shortly  to  render  it  the  leading  place  of  bu- 
siness in  the  neighborhood.  Its  present  uiarno  was  given  to  it  in 
1798,  when  it  was  iricorporated  as  a  village,  and.  it  has  since  tlicn 
continued  its  municipal  capacity  until  the  present  day.  The  first 
church  gathered  in  this  city  was  organized  under  the  care  of  the 
Reverend  Bethuel  Dodd,  as  i.  branch  of  the  church  at  Vvhitestowa, 
in  the  year  1794.  The  stylo  of  the  corporation  was — The  united 
Presbyterian  Societies  of  AYhitestovvn  and  old  Fort  Schuyler." 
Previous  to  that  time,  although  the  neop'e  of  "^.Vhitestown  had  cm- 
ployed  a  clergyman,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Jliiiycr,  v^  iiora  [  h.^vo  ulrjady 
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xnontiQnedjlhey  had  not  scUled  n  Pastor.  Mr.  Docld  was  ordained 
Pastor  of  the  United  Societies.  The  union  of  the  two  churche.^j 
continued  for  more  than  hventy  years  under  the  pnsloratca  of  PyIt. 
Dodd  and  his  svccessor,  the  Kcv.  Declor  Carn^ium.  They  were 
the  tir^t  Presbyterian  churches  organized  Avest  of  {he  city  of  Alba- 
ny; those  at  Clinlon.  and  New  Harlford  being  Congregational  in 
(heir  forms  of  goveinrnent.  The  Episcopal  Church  in  this  city 
was  gathered  in  179S,  and  its  j-rescnt  church  edifice  erected  in 
J.S03. 

I  had  intended  in  the  present  lecture  to  give  detailed  notices  of  n 
number  of  persons  in  the  various  v/alks  of  life,  who  occupied 
prominent  places  in  the  history  of  Oneida  county  ;  but  in  looking 
over  my  catalogiie,  i  fitid  that  any  thing  beyond  a  simple  mention 
of  their  rsames,  wrtiiid  occur>y  quite  t')0  Irf.rge  a  space  for  a  popular 
lecture.  Ln  taking  a  survey  of  the  early  inhabitants  of  the  county 
one  cannot  fail  to  be  struck  with  tn(;  degree  of  energy,  enterprise, 
tclent  and  cultivnlion  which  characterized  the  contnunuly,  and  gave 
a  toiie  and  life  to  the  v/hole  iabric  cf  society.  Tvilhia  fit'teen  years 
froui  the  day  it  v,-as  one  unbroken  wilderness,  a  communi/y  sprung 
up  possessing  all  the  constituents  which  go  to  form  the  best  regu- 
Jafed  states  of  society.  A  boc5y  of  fcirmers  unsurpassed  for  intel- 
ligence, good  sense  and  sterling  worth  by  the  agriculturists  of  any 
land  ;  a  class  of  merchants  active,  intcliigent,  enterprizing  and  an 
ornament  to  their  calling;  a  bar  learned,  dignified,  and  which 
shone  for  years,  a  brilliant  galaxy  of  talent  and  erudition  ;  a  sci- 
entific and  highly  edocated  medical  faculty,  and  a  clergy  that  would 
be  a  blessing  to  oriy  land.  "tYithont  enumerrting  riiany  vho  still 
remain  with  us,  affording  us  wotthy  specimens  of  the  generation 
nearly  passed  away,  and  examples  for  the  imj'tation  of  the  present 
one,  among  the  names  of  tiioso  who  have  ceased  from  their  laboi's, 
those  of  Sanger  and  Risley,  of  I\ev/  Hartford,  of  Bristol  and 
Gridley  and  Hart,  of  Paris,  of  "Wh.iio  and  Lansing,  of  Whites- 
town,  of  Colt  and  tho  Wrights,  at  Rome,  of  Manna  and  Fisk,  of 
Trenton,  and  a  long  list  of  others  which  v/ill  occur  to  each  person 
conversant  with  tho  county,  are  sufilcient  to  justity  the  remark,  that 
the  f  iruiers  of  those  days  were  men  of  whom  we  may  justly  ieel 
an  honest  pride.  And  a  glance  at  those  who  then  occupied  the 
pb-ce  of  merchants  and  physicians,  will  show  thst  these  professions 
were  rdso  filled  '-'ith  no  oruui<u-)  rium.    In  the  prci'es:aon  of  law, 
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ihc  names  of  Gold,  and  Piatt,  and  Brccse,  and  Clark,  and  Will- 
ia.'ns,  and  Sili,  arc  alone  sufBcient  to  place  in  the  lir^t  rank,  the 
character  of  ihe  bar  of  any  couit.    And,  to  revert  to  the  clergy, 
the  ir.einory  of  the  first  pastor  of  the  church  here  and  at  Whites- 
town,  the  Reverend  Bcihuel  Dodd,  lives  fresh  in  the  memory  of  all 
who  knew  him,  and  v.-di  be  transmitted  vs'ith  veneration  to  their 
children'3  children.    In  tb.is  city,  also,  the  Rev.  Philander  Chase, 
now  t'no  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  of  Illinois,  officiated  as  an  humble  mis- 
sionary, and  f-athered  a  litile  flock,  the  germ  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.    At  New  Hartford,  the  Rev.  Dan  Bradley,  a  devoted  ser- 
vant of  the  Cross,  v.as  settled  as  a  p:t?:lor  in  1791,  and  corflinued 
his  care  of  the  church  for  several  years.    He  was  sncceeded  by 
the  Rev.  ?.Ir.  Johnson,  arul  In  honor  of  the  occasion  of  his  induc- 
tion to  tho  pastoral  ofdce,  according'  to  a  custom  which  sounds 
singular  in  cnr  cars,  bni  which  was  inirod"ccd  iVom  New  England, 
the  e?^ercises  of  the  day  v.-cro  concluded  by  an  ordinatioyi  ball. 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Norton  became  pastor  of  the  church  at  Clinton 
about  tho  year  3792,  and  continued  to  officiate  in  its  desk  until 
within  the  last  ibiee  or  four  years,  when,  yielding  to  the  infirmities 
of  age,  hs  relinquished  it.     It  would  be  easy  to  swell  the  list  of 
names,  that  our  county  then  boasf'cd,  v/hich  would  be  an  honor 
to  any  community.    And  v.  hilc  it  numbered  among  its  inhabitants 
such  specimens  as  I  have  al hided  to,  tlio  general  tone  of  its  soci- 
ety was  characterized  by  the  hospitality  v.hich  is  a  peculiar  feature 
of  newly  settled  coujitrics,  together  with  a  freedom  from  the  merely 
artiritial  usages  of  Ihe,  combined  in  a  remarkable  degree  with  the 
inteliectual  cullivaiion,  and  the  elegancies  and  accomplishments  of 
the  most  polished  circles.    The  residents  of  all  parts  of  the  county 
met  and  mingled  in  their  social  intercourse,  and  the  phrase,  *^  our 
neighborhood,"  comprehended  in  its  limiis  all  tho  territory  vv-ithin 
a  good  day's  ride>    A  horse-back  excursion  of  fifteen  mihis,  over 
roads  v.hich  would  bo  deemed  impassable  by  a  cavalier  of  the 
present  day,  to  pay  a  visit  to  a  belle,  was  regarded  as  a  mere  bag- 
atelle by  the  young  g^endemen  of  tliat  period.    And  the  parties,  and 
balls  and  otlier  mcrry-niakings,  used  to  cadi  together  ail  tho  availa- 
ble constituents  of  the  beau  monde  from  every  neighborhood  in  the 
vicinity.-    The  fashionables  of  the  present  day,  might  perhaps  smiio 
at  the  style  in  which  the  belles  were  occasionally  transported  to  the 
placo  01  g"thcring,    A  frequent  one  in  ihe  earliest  ye:irs  of  the 
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seltlements  was  the  primitive  one  of  riding  on  horseback  en  croupe, 
behind  the  gallants  who  irivited  them.  In  the  state  of  the  roads  at 
that  period,  {ravelling  on  horse-back  v/as  frequeiitl}  the  only  safo 
or,  indeed,  practicable  method  of  locomotion,  and  it.  was  certainly 
much  more  socialde  and  primitive,  for  the  gentleman  and  lady  to 
I'ide  upon  the  eniijti  horse,  while  threading  a  difficult  way,  than  for 
each  one  to  be  all  engrossed  wiih  the  business  of  guiding  a  sepa- 
rate animal ;  and  upon  the  point  of  delicacy  and  propriety,  possibly 
as  much  might  be  said  in  favor  of  sitting  upon  the  same  horse,  as  in 
the  same  gig,  or  upon  the  same  ,sofa,  and  perhaps  with  equal  perti- 
nency and  justice.  ' 

In  concluding  this  lecture,  I  would  remark,  that  the  history  of  ' 
onr  county  is  a  subject  which,  while  it  derriands  the  attention  of 
those  of  us  10  whom  it  is,  eitb.er  by  birth  or  adoption,  a  home, will 
richly  repay  the  student  f^r  his  Irbor:;  in  acquiring  a  knowledge  of 
it.  From  the  slight  glances  v.'hich  1  have  given  of  Men  and  .Kvents 
connected  with  it,  it  will  readily  appear,  that  it  is  a  rich  mine  to  him 
who  will  explore  its  recesses.  And  if  my  burnable  endeavors  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  subject  sliall  have  contributed  to  extend  a 
knowledge  of  those  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  the  beautiful  and 
pleasant  inheritance  we  enjoy,  and  to  the  means  by  which  it  has 
reached  its  present  states  I  shall  be  anaply  rewarded  for  them. 
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